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OIT Comments on... 





Evidence of Availability 


Section 373 of the Comprehensive 
Export Schedule, which sets forth the 
special provisions for the submission of 
evidence of availability when applying 
for export licenses for certain specified 
commodities, appears subject to many 
erroneous interpretations. Perhaps these 
provisions can be clarified by bringing 
to the attention-of exporters the man- 
ner in which the evidence of avail- 
ability must be submitted. 

The most important thing to remem- 
ber is that such evidence must be cur- 
rent; it must indicate that the material 
will be ready for shipment within the 
validity period of the license covering 
the proposed export, normally of 6 
months’ duration. 

The nature of the evidence of avail- 
ability falls into two categories: That 
from producers; and that from nonpro- 
ducers. If the producer of the com- 
modity is the applicant, he must indi- 
cate on the license application the ap- 
proximate date on which the commodity 
is scheduled for delivery, thus assuring 
OIT that the specified material will be 


ready to ship within the validity period 
of the export license. 

Nonproducers must submit evidence 
of availability in the form of a bill of 
sale or invoice from the supplier for the 
specified material, or other documen- 
tary proof of ownership. A letter of 
commitment from a producer or a sup- 
plier is also considered evidence of 
availability, but again this must be cur- 
rently dated, must definitely identify 
the material, show the quantity com- 
mitted, and show the approximate de- 


‘ livery date. 


It is necessary in this connection to 
point out that letters of commitment 
which are more than 90 days old when 
the application for export license is 
received by OIT are not acceptable. 

Letters of availability are. required 
because of the shortage of a commodity 
for export and the necessity for OIT to 
assure itself that the material can be 
supplied. Otherwise the limited quotas 
of short materials made available for 
export may not be implemented to the 
fullest extent possible. 





Denmark Investigates 


Coal, Coke Trades 


A report of an investigation of Den- 
mark’s coal and coke distribution trades 
recently made public by the Danish 
Governmental Trust Investigating Com- 
mittee indicates that there are financial 
arrangements between nearly all im- 
portant firms in the field and that some 
are influenced by foreign control. 


The report concludes, however, that 
although competition is not very ef- 
fective no evidence was found of ex- 
tensive use of restrictive business prac- 
tices in the form of price agreements 
and the like. 


Because of the current trend toward 
liberalization of trade in Denmark and 
the probability that increased competi- 
tion will result from the recent. aboli- 
tion of fuel rationing, no official control 
action is recommended at present. 

The report gives extensive attention 
to the effects of cartelized German and 


Polish coal and coke exports on the 
structure of Danish trade. 

Trade comments adverse to some of 
the Committee’s conclusions are _in- 


cluded in the report. Increasing use of 
liquid fuels, according to the trade view, 
has reduced volume of coal and coke 
distribution to such an extent that firms 
have excess capacity, a condition which 
makes competition necessary. 


Tax Changes Effected 
In French Somaliland 


Various internal taxes were abolished 
or modified in French Somaliland on 
January 1 by an order of December 
17, 1952, following approval by the 
French Government. 

Taxes on income,derived from liquid 
assets and on internal transactions were 
abolished. 


The schedule of taxes payable an- 
nually for licenses to operate various 
businesses or professions, as well as the 
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succession and stamp. taxes, were re 
vised.—Journal Officiel of French So 


maliland, Dec. 22, 1952. 


(The complete schedule of new busi- ‘ 


ness taxes is obtainable from the Near | 
Eastern and African Division, Office © 
of International Trade, Department of 
Commerce, Washington, D. C.) 





* Samuel W. Anderson, Assistant Secretary 
for Internotional Affairs 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 





Popular Priced Goods Active 





Although Cuban merchants and bankers in Habana were increas- 


‘ingly concerned in the final quarter of 1952 over the business outlook 


for the new year, there was substantial evidence that this belief was 
not shared by the population at large. 


Retail purchases were up with little evident apprehension over the 


future, particularly in the Provinces 
and among the farm and factory work- 
ers whose 1952 aggregate remuneration 
was above the customary level. Christ- 
mas shopping for popular-priced con- 


‘sumer goods was very active. Sales of 


most other merchandise tended to de- 
cline further during the quarter, 

The overall slump in sales from 1951, 
characteristic of the previous two quar- 
ters, continued through the last quarter 
although certain improvements were 
noted, particularly in the last month of 
the year. Department store sales, run- 
ning 10 to 15 percent under 1951 at 
the beginning of the quarter, registered 
a gradual improvement and December 
sales were reported comparable to or 
only slightly under 1951 figures. 

Sales of hardware, construction ma- 
terials, sugar-mill machinery and equip- 
ment, electric appliances, automobiles, 
and trucks remained low throughout 
the quarter. Automobile and _ truck 
sales, running about 25 percent behind 
last year, showed improvement in De- 
cember but dropped drastically in the 
last week following the government’s 
announcement of greatly increased reg- 
istration fees, which later was _ re- 
scinded. Little change was noted in 
sales of pharmaceuticals, down 25 per- 
cent from 1951, and electrical appli- 
ances, radios, and television sets, down 
20 percent to 35 percent. 


Textile Operations Curtailed 

Cuba’s textile industry was disap- 
pointing in the fourth quarter. Because 
of high inventories and poor outlook, 
approximately 50 percent of all the 
looms continued to be idle. Scarcely 
700 of the more than 3,000 looms 
Operated at capacity; the activity for 
the quarter was less than the poor 
> made in the final quarter of 

1 

The industry is pessimistic for 1953 
because of a restricted sugar crop and 
new taxes. There is also fear that little 
Success will be realized from efforts to 
stop the smuggling of foreign textiles 
into Cuba. 

Wholesale movement of textiles in 
Cuba in the fourth quarter averaged 10 
to 15 percent less than in the like 


Period of the preceding year, though 


retail sales were reported very good for 
the holiday season, giving some expec- 
tation of better wholesale business in 
January, The lingerie and hosiery in- 
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dustries reported wholesale volumes 
approximately the same as for the 
fourth quarter of 1951. Retail sales of 
these items also were reported as good 
immediately preceding the holidays. 


Building Moves Upward 


Measured on a quarterly basis, the 
aggregate value of building permits for 
the Habana area during the final quar- 
ter was disappointing, amounting to 7.3 
million pesos as compared with 10 
million for the preceding quarter and 
12.2 million for the corresponding quar- 
ter of 1951. 


However, the trend during the 1952 
final quarter was upward, moving from 
2.1 million pesos in October to 2.5 in 
November and 2.7 in December. Supply 
firms attributed this recent upturn to 
a widening resumption of building of 
small residences by families of modest 
means and independent of Government 
sponsorship; public housing projects 
were held largely in abeyance. 


Cargo Movement Declines 


Cargo discharged at Habana during 
the fourth quarter totaled 707,330 
metric tons, compared with 724,000 for 
the preceding quarter and 779,816 for 
the final quarter-of 1951. Steamship 
agents attribute the drop to a general 
disposition of local merchants to post- 
pone stock replenishment. However, 
because of the accelerated inbound 
cargo movement in the early months 
of the year, the 1952 total of 2,936,692 
metric tons was virtually identical with 
the total for 1951. 

Incomplete returns for a prominent 
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Cuba's Retail Sales Gradually Improve 


‘railway system indicate the likelihood 
of a 13-percent increase in freight car- 
loadings during the fourth quarter of 
1952 compared with the corresponding 
quarter of 1951; they also indicate that 
carloadings rose fairly steadily during 
the three final months of 1952. Data 
for the same system show a drop in 
estimated gross receipts from Septem- 
ber to October and a sharp recovery 
in November. 


Labor Conditions Unsettled 


During the fourth quarter there were 
several minor labor disputes and one 
major controversy which started in the 
Government-intervened henequen indus- 
try and spread to the rayon fiber and 
textile industries. The same national 
union represents the workers in all 
three, and at the height of the dispute 
some 25,000 were on strike, a consider- 
able number for Cuba, 


After a strike of about 10 days, 
henequen workers who were protesting 
a return to a former lower wage level 
provoked by a sharp dip in world fiber 
prices, returned to their jobs under a 
temporary settlement which provided 
continued payment at rates they had 
been receiving while further study of 
the situation was made. 


Later the henequen plantations were 
returned to their owners, under a com-. 
plicated arrangement in which the Gov- 
ernment donated some funds for con- 
tinued payment of the old wage rates 
and domestic buyers of fiber agreed on 
a higher price for a short period while 
further studies were to be made. At 
year’s end no permanent solution had 
been announced. The textile and rayon 
strikes, however, were settled by signed 
agreements. 


Businessmen’s hopes for more bal- 
anced Government-labor policies were 
strengthened by the appointment of a 
new Labor Minister whose background 
is conservative. This feeling was further 
bolstered by a statement of the Under- 
Secretary of Labor that a new Govern- 
ment policy which is opposed to inter- 
vention of business in labor disputes 
would be followed. 

Contract negotiations in Cuba’s ali- 
important sugar industry had not been 
completed at the close of the year. The 
Government issued a decree forbidding 
a cut in wage rates for work on next 
year’s crop, but then issued a clarifica- 
tion which said this decree was to 
apply only while a further study of 
the sugar situation was being made. 
The union, which had agreed to crop 
restriction in an effort to bolster a 
sagging sugar market, hag said it will 
not stand for a wage reduction. At 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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IBRD Loan To Benefit 
Yugoslav Industry 


The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development has an- 
nounced a loan to Yugoslavia which will 
help finance the completion of key 
projects in seven major sectors of the 
Yugoslav economy. The projects will 
bring about early increases in indus- 
trial production and substantially im- 
prove Yugoslavia’s: international trade 
position. 

No dollars are to be lent. The loan 
will be in 10 European currencies in an 
amount equivalent to $30 million. The 
currencies are Austrian schillings, Bel- 
gian francs, British pounds sterling, 
French francs, German marks, Italian 
lire, Netherlands guilders, Norwegian 
crowns, Swedish crowns, and Swiss 
francs. 


Most of the funds required for the 
loan are being made available by these 
governments from their domestic cur- 
rency subscriptions to the Bank’s capi- 
tal. The Swiss francs, however, were 
obtained from the sales of Bank securi- 
ties in Switzerland, which is not a 
member of the Bank. 


The loan will pay for the import of 
equipment needed for 27 projects in 
seven sectors of the Yugoslav economy: 
electric power generation and distribu- 
tion; coal mining; extraction and proc- 
. essing of nonferrous metals; iron and 
steel production; other~ manufacturing 
industries; forestry and transportation. 


The projects are designed to make 
more extensive use of Yugoslavia’s con- 
siderable natural resources and to help 
provide supporting services such as elec- 
tric power and transportation. Agricul- 
tural production is the main field of 
Yugoslavia’s economic activity and will 
remain so for some time to come. The 
country, however, has plentiful re- 
sources of timber, coal, iron, and a wide 
variety of nonferrous ores including 
copper, zinc, and bauxite. 


Production To Be Increased 


The projects being financed under 
the loan will increase the production 
eapacity of iron, steel, alumina, and 
aluminum. Yugoslavia will manufacture 
its own copper wire and cable, and 
agriculture will benefit from the produc- 
tion of phosphatic fertilizer and starch. 
A plant for the manufacture of news- 
print will be built. Increased coal pro- 
duction, greater availability of electric 
power, and small but important addi- 
tions to transport facilities will elimi- 
nate obstacles in these fields. 

Most of the projects which the Bank’s 
Joan will help to finance are expected 
to be completed within the next year or 
two, and all should be in operation by 
1956. They will make important con- 
tributions to the 30-percent over-all 
increase in industrial production ex- 
pected by 1955. Yugoslavia has already 
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Agriculture in Tunisia To Be Developed 


To further the development of agri- 
culture in northwestern Tunisia, which 
is one of -he principal aspects of the 
Monnet Plan in this area, the Govern- 
ment is constructing two large dams. 
One of the dams, the Oued Ellil, to be 
completed in 1953, will provide water 
for the city of Tunis; the other, the 
Oued Mellegue, to be finished in 1954, 
will be used in the irrigation of 30,000 
to 40,000 hectares located in the Mad- 
jerdah River delta. 

A further and long-term task in the 
development of the Madjerdah basin 
will be the reorientation of agriculture 
to intensive methods and high paying 
crops. The development plan does not 
envisage a redistribution of land owner- 
ship or an individual irrigation acreage 
ceiling. 

A Beylical decree, dated December 
25, 1952, provides for the granting of a 
concession to a company now in forma- 
tion for the hydroelectric utilization of 
the heads of the two above-mentioned 
dams. It is estimated that approxi- 
mately 35,000,000 kw. hr. a year can 
be produced by the proposed power 
stations. 

The highlights of this decree are as 
follows: 

@ The contracting parties are the 
Tunisian Government and the Forces 
Hydroelectriques de Tunisie (F.H.E.T.). 

@ The concession is granted for a 
period of 55 years. 

@ The F.H.E.T. corporation is au- 
thorized to contract loans with the 
guaranty of the Tunisian Government 
up to a maximum of 4 billion francs. 

@ Power rates will be establa@hed by 
the Tunisian Government to provide 
financial stability to.the concessionaire. 


@ At least one-third of the F.H.E.T. 





made large investments in the projects 
for which the present loan was made. 


The projects are expected to improve 
Yugoslavia’s balance of payments posi- 
tion by the equivalent of $50 million a 
year. Increased exports of such items 
as aluminum, steel tubes, copper wire 
and cable, and coal will account for 
more than half the amount; savings 
through reduction of imports of iron 
and steel products, nonferrous metals, 
and newsprint will account for the rest. 
Additional benefits will come from in- 
creased industrial efficiency, a reduction 
of manpower requirements, and lower 
production costs. 

The loan is for a term of 25 years with 
interest of 4% percent including the 1 
percent commission which, in accord- 
ance with the Bank’s Articles of Agree- 
ment, is allocated to a special reserve. 
Repayment of the loan is to be made 
in semi-annual payments which begin 
August 15, 1956, and are calculated to 
retire the loan by maturity on February 
15, 1978, 


stock will be reserved for purchase by 
the Tunisian Government. 


@ F.H.E.T. is to be incorporated in 
Tunisia. 

@ Stockholders must be of either 
French or Tunisian nationality—Cons. 
Gen., Tunis. 


Danish Exports. Under 
Plan Are $26,700,000 


Exports eligible for premiums under 
the temporary Danish dollar export plan 
totaled 184,000,000 crowns, or about 
$26,700,000, in the first 5 months of 


the plan’s operation, August 6, 1952, to 
January 8, 1953. The face value of the 
import licenses issued against premium 
certificates during this period amounted 
to 16,000,000 crowns or $2,300,000. 

About 40 percent of these exports 
consisted of dairy products and eggs, 
which were largely sold to the armed 
forces in Germany; an additional 15 
percent consisted of canned hams, other 
meat products, and powered milk; fish 
and poultry made up about 15 percent 
of the total; and silverware, porcelain, 
machinery, firearms, and beverages 
composed most of the remaining 30 per- 
cent. 


Automobiles accounted for about 75 
percent of all imports authorized under 
this plan, while most of the remainder 
was canned goods, other food articles, 
and whisky. 

The prices paid by importers for 
premium certificates have varied wide- 
ly. The quotation for these, in percent 
of the face value of import licenses cov- 
ered, was from 80 to 100 at the incep- 
tion of the scheme; it rose to a peak of 
150 in September, declined to 80 in early 
December 1952, and is currently about 
85. Various automobile importers are 
said to have a backlog of orders to be 
filled if the premium rate declines to 
50.—Emb., Copenhagen. 








Danish Government Opens 
New 45-Year Bond Issue 


The Danish Government opened to 
public subscription in December a new 
45-year bond issue of unlimited amount, 
These bonds are sold at market prices, 
and although they nominally bear 4% 
percent interest they are currently 
quoted at 83 and actual yield is approxi- 
mately 5% percent. 


The Danish Government began this 
type of borrowing in September 1951, to 
provide funds for subsidies under the 
housing program. Sales of the various 
issues, amortizable over different pe- 
riods and bearing different rates of in- 
terest, had reached 1,080,000,000 crowns 
(about $157,000,000) by the end of De- 
cember 1952.—Emb., Copenhagen. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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| Netherlands Yards To 


Work at Capacity 


Practically all big Netherlands ship- 
yards have sufficient orders on hand to 
guarantee them capacity operations 
during: the next few years, according 
to the South Holland Economic-Tech- 
nological Institute. Continued expan- 


sion on the scale experienced in the 
postwar period is considered unlikely, 
however, Netherlands shipyards enjoy 
a favorable competitive position because 
of their modern and sizable construction 
facilities. 

Requirements of the Netherlands na- 
tional fleet are largely of a replacement 
nature. Ten percent of the Netherlands 
tonnage consists of relatively inefficient 
ships built during wartime and another 
20 percent of ships at least 20 years old. 
It is anticipated that the big yards will 
principally benefit from replacement 
orders and that smaller firms will, 
therefore, feel the pinch most keenly if 
orders decline.—Emb., The Hague. 





Tourists Visiting Jamaica 


Set New High at 104,786 


A new high record for Jamaica’s 
tourist traffic was established in 1952, 
the Jamaica Tourist Board announced 
recently. Visitors arriving numbered 
104,786, an increase of 11,160 or 12 per- 
fent more than the 93,626 who came 
to Jamaica in 1951. The objective of 
100,000 had been set for the year by 
the Tourist Board. 


Of the total traffic, 84,767 visitors 
came by air and 20,019 by sea. 

The Tourist Trade Commissioner esti- 
mates that the tourist trade brought to 
the island in “new money” a sum of 
over £4,500,000 in 1952, of which 90 per- 
cent, or $11,000,000, was in dollar cur- 
rency. For 1953 the goal is £6,000,000, 
mostly in dollar currency. 


Rise Slight in Denmark's 
Cost-of-Living Index 


The Danish quarterly cost-of-living 
index in January 1953 rose only ‘1 
point above the October 1952 level. On 
the basis of 1914=100, the index in 
January was 378, and on the basis of 
1935=100 it was 221. 


* Danish wage levels are tied to this 
index; this was the first time since July 
1949 that the index increase was not 
sufficient to require an automatic wage 
raise. 

Higher rent for housing was the prin- 
Cipal factor in the index rise. Food ex- 
Penditures decreased slightly, increases 
for butter, cheese, fish, sugar, and cof- 
fee being offset by decreases for meat, 
cereals, and numerous other items. 
Footwear prices increased, but gar- 
ments and linen prices were lower. 
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Austria Opens Chamber 
Of Commerce Offices 


The Austrian Chamber of Com- 
merce raised the number of its 
foreign establishments to 27 with 
the establishment of.three new of- 
fices, in Turkey, Yugoslavia, and 
French Morocco. 

Three additional offices are to 
be activated in the near future— 
in the United States at Los An- 
geles, in Indonesia, and in Greece. 
An office in Japan is also contem- 
plated. 











Finland Establishes 


New Power Company 


A hydroelectric power company, 
Kemijoki Oy., with at least 51 percent 
of the share capital owned by the Gov- 
ernment, was established in Finland 
by a law passed on December 29, 1952, 


In presenting the bill to the Diet, 
the Cabinet pointed out that from 1952 
to 1956 an average of about 10 billion 
Finnish marks ($43,000,000) must be 
invested annually in new power projects 
to enable the supply to keep pace with 
the demand. Virtually all hydroelectric 
power potentialities in southern and 
central Finland have been developed. 
The principal remaining source is the 
Kemi River in Lapland, which could 
add an estimated annual 4.5 billion 
kw.-hr. 


Development of this power will be 
very expensive because the fluctuation 
in water flow requires the construction 
of large artificial water reservoirs, and 
two 380,000-v. or six 220,000-v. trans- 
mission lines. The Government or Gov- 
ernment-owned corporations already 
own 51 percent of the water rights on 
the most important sections of the 
Kemi River system. 

The project will require the expendi- 
ture of about 45 billion Finnish marks 
($194,800,000), excluding the power 
lines, which will cost an additional 12 
billion to 16 billion Finnish marks 
($51,900,000 to $69,300,000). These ex- 
penditures and the orderly development 
of the Kemi River are beyond the 
capacity of private enterprise; therefore 
the Government has established the 
Kemijoki Oy. with sole rights to develop 
the Kemi River. 

Kemijoki Oy. will collaborate closely 
with Imatran Voima Oy. and Oulujoki 
Oy., which are Government-owned pow- 
er companies. Active development of 
the Kemi River probably will not be- 
gin until 1954, but to combat unemploy- 
ment in Lapland the Government is 
undertaking preliminary construction of 
roads and temporary dwellings along 
the river at points where such con- 
struction will aid in the future building 
of power plants, 
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W. Germany Steps Up 
Steel Production 


West German output of steel in 1952 
reached 15,800,000 metric tons, an in- 
crease of about 2,300,000 tons over 1951. 
The production goal for 1953 reportedly 


‘is 18,000,000 tons, and monthly output 


in the last few months of 1952 had al- 
ready reached a corresponding level. 


Spurred by removal of price controls 
on steel, suspension of the German steel 
duties, and price concessions by pro- 
ducers in France, Belgium, and Luxem- 
bourg, German imports of rolling-mill 
products rose sharply in the latter part 
of 1952. While such imports averaged 
only about 7,000 tons-in the second half 
of 1951, third-quarter 1952 imports 
averaged 53,000 tons, rising to 122,000 
tons in October and 140,000 tons in 
November. 


Even though foreign steel prices were 
substantially higher than domestic 
prices, especially in the midsummer 
months, many German purchasers were 
willing to pay these prices in order to 
get the benefit of shorter delivery pe- 
riods. As a rule, French, Belgian, and 
Luxembourg producers could deliver in 
4 to 8 weeks, compared with 8 months 
to 1 year for German deliveries. Ger- 
man customers reportedly have placed 
orders with foreign producers for over 
1 million tons of steel. 


Sharper competition from Western 
European producers on both prices and 
delivery dates also accounts for a de- 
cline in German steel exports from a 
monthly average of 159,000 tons in the 
second half of 1951 to 119,000 tons in 
the third quarter of 1952 and 96,000 
tons in November. Thus, the Federal 
Republic is in the unusual position. of 
importing more crude and semifinished 
steel than it exports. 


Higher domestic output and imports, 
and lower exports, have reduced the 
order backlog on the books of the West 
German steel industry 6 to 8 months. 
Producers in Belgium, Luxembourg, and 
France, who are eager to increase their 
share in the German market, are ap- 
parently willing to make price conces- 
sions. It is reported that standard 
steel bars, which were quoted in August 
and September by Belgian-Luxembourg 
firms at $112 to $116 a ton, delivered 
in Germany, were offered in October 
by French producers at $100, and that 
the quotation has fallen since then by 
$4 to $8 per ton. 


THE HONDURAN Minister of Agri- 
culture has stated that all applications 
for timber concessions in Honduras 
would be rejected, for the time being, 
pending the complete reorganization of 
the forestry section of the Ministry of 
Agriculture and the preparation of a 
new forestry law, 











ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Ex-Im Bank Authorizes 
Credit for Austria 


Arrangements have been completed 
for the operation of a credit of $6,000,- 
000 for the purchase and export of cot- 
ton to Austria recently authorized by 
the Export-Import Bank. 


The credit bearing interest at 2 3/4 
percent annually and repayable in 18 
months is extended to the Republic of 
Austria, which has authorized the Cred- 
itanstalt-Bankverein and the Oester- 
reichische Laenderbank A. G. to operate 
this line of credit. These banks will in 
turn utilize the services of the follow- 
ing U. S. commercial banks which they 
have designated for this purpose: 


Bank of America, New York; Bank 
of the Manhattan Company, New York; 
Bankers Trust Company, New York; 
The Chase National Bank of the City 
of New York; Chemical Bank and Trust 
Company, New York; The First Na- 
tional Bank of Boston, Boston, Mass.; 
Guaranty Trust Company of New York; 
The Hanover Bank, New York; Irving 
Trust Company, New York; Manufac- 
turers Trust Company, New York; The 
National City Bank of New York; The 
New York Trust Company; J. Henry 
Schroder Banking Corporation, New 
York; The Second National Bank of 
Houston, Houston, Tex. 


The credit is to be used to finance 
the purchase of raw cotton, including 
_ Sspinnable waste, which has been pur- 
chased under contract entered into sub- 
sequent to November 28, 1952, and 
shipped subsequent to the date of the 
contract. The purchases and shipments 
are to be made in the customary man- 
ner with the order being placed directly 
by the textile mills in Austria or their 
agents with U. S. shippers. 


Financing of purchases will be ef- 
fected through letters of credit under 
which 18-month drafts will be drawn on 
the Austrian Commercial Bank at whose 
request the letters of credit were is- 
sued and shall not exceed the c.i.f. cost 
of the cotton foreign ocean port, plus 

. insurance to destination in Austria. The 
letters of credit issued for this purpose 
are to expire not later than June 30, 
1953. 


All inquiries relating to other details 
of the operation of this credit should be 
addressed in due course by the Amer- 
ican cotton shipper to his bank or banks 
in the United States or to his agents in 
the Republic of Austria. 





FERTILIZER imports into Sweden 
were valued at 118,084,000 crowns (1 
Swedish crown=US$0.193) in the fiscal 
year 1951-52. Norway was the principal 
source, followed by Eastern Germany 
and the Netherlands. Poland, Chile, and 
Belgium-Luxembourg also were of some 
importance as suppliers. 





Indian Technical Mission 
To Advise on Steel Plant 


The Government of India will ap- 
point a technical mission to investigate 
and submit recommendations concern- 
ing a proposed “third” steel plant in 
India, according to Indian news 
sources. 


An American firm reportedly is to 
be engaged as a technical consultant 
to the mission, which will include Indian 
steel interests and a World Bank repre- 
sentative. The mission’s. terms of ref- 
erence include recommendations on the 
size, scope, and location of the steel 
plant as well as capital costs and costs 
of production. 

The Indian press also indicated that 
Indian and Japanese negotiators have 
failed thus far to arrive at a decision 
on proposals whereby Japanese steel 
interests would participate in the erec- 
tion and operation of the proposed 
steel plant. 





Cuba's Retail Sales Improve 
(Continued from Page 3) 


year’s end, the industry was seeking 
an end to the wage freeze, with a view 
to negotiation of lower rates should 
they be necessary in the event of a 
price decline. 


Government Collections Slow 


Bank clearings remained at a sea- 
sonally low level through the fourth 
quarter. For the 4 weeks ended De- 
cember 26, the provisional compilation 
of interbank and Treasury’ items 
showed a total of 327.7 million pesos, 
as compared with 311.8 million pesos 
registered during the 4 weeks ended 
November 28. On the basis of these 
figures it is estimated that final data 
for November and December will show 
a velocity of check exchange just a 
trifle higher than that of a year ago. 


Net current budget revenues collected 
by the Treasury were approximately 
150 million pesos at the close of the 
first half of the fiscal year 1952-53, 
according to the Ministry of Finance. 
Although equal to those of the first half 
of the preceding fiscal year, collections 
were nevertheless considerably short of 
current annual requirements, which 
totaled 336.3 million pesos in the orig- 
inal budget project and which have 
been expanded to 350.4 million by recent 
law-decrees. Some improvement may 
be expected during the next 6 months, 
when newly decreed tax increases begin 
to show an effect and when revenues 
from the sugar industry are normally 
at their maximum. 

The first 2 months of the quarter saw 
the National Bank’s foreign assets de- 
cline 56 million dollars, the total drop 
since May having been 95 million. The 
total on November 30 was 469 million. 
This adverse trend is seasonal, but it 
was accentuated this year by the un- 


Chilean President May 
Get Special Powers 


The Chilean Congress passed a bill 
on January 23, 1953, granting the Presi- 
dent special economic powers with 
which to combat inflation and remedy 
various of the country’s economic prob- 
lems. 

Among other things, the new legis- 
lation empowers the President, within 
certain limitations, to regulate the terms 
and interest rates on Government and 


commercial loans; to establish a savings 
plan based on individual contributions 
of up to 5 percent of taxable income for 
which bonds would be issued and the 
proceeds of which would be used to 
finance housing construction; to de- 
crease taxes; to contract international 
loans for agricultural development and 
monetary stabilization; and to facili- 
tate the flow of foreign investment. 

The President is also authorized 
to expropriate transportation facilities, 
if it is deemed to be in the public in- 
terest, and to make payment in bonds 
of the National Savings Bark. 

The legislation, passed after several 
weeks of debate, has gone to the Presi- 
dent for his signature, which is required 
to give it the force of law.—Emb., 
Santiago. 





favorable sugar situation, which de- 
creased dollar receipts from sugar ex- 
ports. At the same time, the bank- 
financed sugar reserve stabilization 
scheme kept incomes at a high level 
and thereby promoted a high rate of 
imports. 

During the first half of 1953 the 
National Bank’s reserve position may 
be expected to recuperate somewhat, 
as the approaching sugar season will 
bring Cuba a favorable balance of trade 
which should last until May or June. 
In addition, a cutback in imports may 
be expected as the restriction in sugar 
production affects disposable incomes. 

On December 19 a law-decree was 
promulgated widening the scope of the 
2-percent tax on the export of money, 
Tighter supervisory controls were in- 
stituted; all transfers of ownership of 
U. S. currency were declared to fore- 
show its intended export. At the present 
time, therefore, the banks are collecting 
the 2-percent tax on all U. S. checks 
eashed in dollars, on all withdrawals 
from local dollar accounts, and on all 
exchanges of Cuban currency for VU. S. 
dollars. 


Two days before Christmas broad new 
increases were announced in the taxes 
on business profits, cigarettes, and auto- 
mobiles, and completely new imposts 
were introduced on prolonged travel 
abroad. As 1952 ended, protests were 
mounting over these latest tax intensi- 
fications, 
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DOING BUSINESS ABROAD 





Iran Provides for New 
Construction, Rentals 


Reductions in low and medium rent- 
als, increases in taxation on higher 
rental real estate, and establishment 
of a Construction Bank to finance the 


.building of cheap housing on Govern- 


ment-owned lands are provided for in 
a.new Iranian law effective on Jan- 
uary 21. 

Rents on all real estate not exceed- 
ing 3,000 rials a month are reduced by 
10 percent. (32.50 rials—US$1.) 

» Correspondingly, the tax rate on real 
estate on which monthly rentals exceed 


3,000 rials is increased from 9 percent: 


to 19 percent. 

Revenue derived from taxation under 
the new law will be deposited with the 
Bank for the Construction of Buildings, 
which will allocate funds for building 
purposes.—Emb., Tehran. 

(Unofficial translation copies of the 
“Law on the Reduction of Rent Rates” 


. are available on loan from the Near 


Eastern and African Division, Office 
of International Trade, Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C.) 


Portugal Prohibits Use of 





Nickel in Some Products 


Use in Portugal of nickel and its 


alloys in the manufacture or plating of . 


various products is now prohibited by 
an order published in the Diario do 
Governo, Lisbon, of December 29, 1952. 

Products affected are listed in 14 
groups with a total of 488 items. 


Danish Corporation Granted Fifty-Year 
Mining Concession in East Shoosdini 


The Northern Mining Co. Ltd. a 


Danish. corporation with Canadian and 
Swedish participation, has been given a 
50-year sole concession for prospecting 
and mining in a specified area of East 
Greenland. 3a 


The concession was granted by Danish 
proclamation No. 451 of December 31, 
1952. Formation of the company was 
provided for in law No, 431 of Decem- 
ber 17. 


The exclusive prospecting and mining 
rights granted the company apply to 
metals, coal, oil, and other minerals 
except cryolite and radioactive minerals. 


Regulations for the company’s opera- 
tions are prescribed, and the ground 
areas which the company may occupy 
for specified purposes are defined, but 
other parts of the concession are to 
remain open for hunting, fishing, habi- 
tation, etc. Plans for operations require 
the approval of the Ministry of State, 
and accounts are to be rendered an- 
nually to that Ministry. 


The company is required to utilize 
Danish labor to the fullest extent possi- 
ble, but foreign skilled labor and tech- 
nical help can be employed if equally 
qualified personnel is not available in 
Denmark. 


The company’s imports, in principle, 
will be subject to Danish import regula- 
tions, but liberal treatment is guaran- 
teed, and application of exchange con- 
trols over foreign exchange needed by 
the-company and exchange earned by 





Canadian Senate Approves Netherlands Bank 


Incorporation of the Mercantile Bank 
of Canada, in which the National Han- 
delsbank of the Netherlands has the 
controlling interest, is provided for in 
a bill passed by the Canadian Senate on 
February 5. The bill is now in the 
House of Commons, 


The proposed new bank would have 
an authorized capital of C$3,000,000, of 
which C$1,000,000 would be paid up. Its 
head office would be in Montreal, and 
a branch would be established in Van- 
couver to finance transactions between 
Canadian exporters and the East Indies. 
The bank is also expected to open a 
branch in Toronto at a later date, and 
possibly in other leading Canadian 
Cities. Its staff would be Netherlands 
and Canadian. It would be the eleventh 
Canadian chartered bank. 


Opposed by Commercial Banks 
Passage of the bill by the Senate was 
Vigorously opposed by spokesmen for 
the existing 10 chartered commercial 
banks. Their arguments included the 
following: 
® The new bank would not add to 
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the service already being given the 
public. (The 10 banks already have 
about 4,000 branches.) 


@ Being a small bank it would locate 
in the large cities where it would hope 
to skim off the cream and leave to the 
established banks the often unprofitable 
provision of having banking facilities in 
new areas and small cities. 

@ The bank would not properly be a 
chartered bank but a merchant bank, 
which should seek incorporation as a 
Canadian trading corporation. 


@ The application for incorporation 
might be followed by a rush of other 
applications, particularly from _ the 
United States. 


@ Competition in Canadian banking 
is already intense. 

The Governor of the Bank of Canada, 
who was formerly a commercial banker, 
testified before the Senate Banking 
Committee that he did not think a little 
new blood in Canadian banking would 
do the public any harm. In his opinion 
a number of such charters would not 
be a good thing, but he saw no reason 


it is to be arranged with Danish author- 
ities, 

Machines, instruments, and supplies 
imported into Greenland for use in the 


company’s operations are exempt orem 
duties and taxes. 


Exports to foreign countries will be 
subject to Danish export controls, but. 
applications to export the , company’s 
products will receive liberal treatment, 
Restrictions on. the company’s exports 
will be applied only to assure adequate 
supplies to the. Danish market, and 
measures will be taken to assure the. 
company world market prices on sales 
to Denmark. The company is granted 
exemption from export taxes. 

The company’s annual earnings are 
to be taxed according to specific rules. 
They are exempt from ordinary Danish 
State and communel taxes during the 
life of the concession. 

The company can transfer its rights 
and obligations to third parties only 
with the assent of the Ministry of State. 
Its bylaws are subject to approval of 
the Ministry, which is also authorized 
to select one member of the board. 

A majority of the board, including the 

(Continued on Page 15) 





Bolivian Match Monopoly 
Contract May Be Canceled 


Cancellation of the. Bolivian match 
monopoly contract with Union Allu- 
mettiere in effect since May 6, 1930, 
is recommended by the State Proper- 
ties Inspecting and Investigative Com- 
mission, according to El Diario of De- 
cember 25, 1952. 

A 2-million-dollar loan made by Union 
Allumettiere to the Bolivian Govern- 
ment in connection with the contract 
has been fully repaid and thus liqui- 
dated, the Commission’s report ex- 
plains. The report adds~ that the 
match supplier has not lived up to its 
contractual obligation to turn over to 
the Bolivian Government 50 percent of 
gross sales receipts, has repeatedly re- 
ceived monetary concessions on grounds 
of losses allegedly arising from ex- 
change-rate fluctuations, and has made 
misrepresentations in its profit and loss 
statements. 

There has been no official statement 
as to future plans for the match trade 
should the existing monopoly be termi- 
nated, but considering recent trends the 
presumption is that the monopoly would 
be taken over by the Bolivian Govern- 
ment itself. 





to believe that if Parliament should 
grant a charter to one new bank, it 
would necessarily grant. charters to 
many new banks.—Emb., Ottawa. 
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CONTROLS ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE 





Pakistan Now Permits 
Foreign Barter Trade 


Pakistani exporters can now barter 
on their own account cotton for sugar, 
yarn, machinery, and coal, the Govern- 
ment of Pakistan announced on January 
28. 


Before such barter agreements can 
be completed, however, they must be 
approved by the Cotton Board and the 
Ministry of Finance. 

The action was taken as a further 
effort to improve the country’s foreign 
trade position by increasing exports 
and to reduce the large cotton stocks 
now on hand. 


Cotton shippers may export cotton to 
all countries of the world. For barter 
deals the value of cotton will be cal- 
culated on the basis of controlled export 
prices, and the value of imported goods 
on the basis of prices fixed by the Gov- 
ernment of Pakistan. 


An amount equal to about 60 percent 
of the total quantity of the import tar- 
get for each of the four import com- 
modities, sugar, yarn, machinery, and 
coal, will be reserved for barter trade. 

An importer operating under a barter 
arrangement will be required to sell 
the imported commodities to regular 
importers possessing import quotas ob- 
tained under regular procedures at rea- 
sonable margins authorized by the Gov- 
ernment. This provision is designed to 
protect the interests and meet the ob- 
jections of regular importers who other- 
wise would be adversely affected. 


Chilean Import Budget Cut; 
Import Policy Still Tight 


The current Chilean budget, pub- 
lished on February 7, allows an equiv- 
alent of only $304,120,000 for merchan- 
dise imports, a reduction of over $20 
million as compared with estimates for 
1952. ‘ 

The extent to which this reduction 
will operate against merchandise im- 
ports from the United States is not yet 
known, as no breakdown of expendi- 
tures by currency is as yet available. 
However, the restrictions imposed on 
U. S. goods in 1952 are expected to 
continue. 


The total Chilean foreign exchange 
budget for 1953 calls for expenditures 
during the year of the equivalent of 
US$470,267,768, or about $22.6 million 
more than was estimated for 1952. - 

Income for 1953 is estimated at $398, 
793,000. It is understood that the deficit 
of $71,474,768 will be made up by au- 
thorizing some imports against 1954 
income. This will have the effect of 
carrying over into 1954 the approximate 
$71 million deficit existing at the end 
of 1952.—Emb., Santiago. 





French Export Aid Measures Expanded 


France has taken steps to speed up 
rebates of various payroll, social se- 
curity, and fiscal charges to French 
exporters and has also extended the 
number of commodities eligible for such 
rebates if exported to certain destina- 
tions, by an order of January 31 pub- 
lished in the Journal Officiel and effec- 
tive on February 1. The order adds 
Formosa and French Somaliland to the 
list of eligible destinations, effective 
February 7. 

The rebate of payroll taxes and social 
security charges will be liquidated every 
3 months instead of every 6 months and 
a definitive rebate of fiscal charges— 
“production” and “transaction” taxes— 
will be made monthly. Procedures for 
paying both types of rebates are simpli- 
fied by elimination of certain previously 
required documents. 


Among the products not previously 


Austrian Duty Cuts 
Kept on 400 Items 


About 400 commodities will continue 
to receive the benefit of temporarily 
reduced import duties in Austria, by a 
recent Ministry of Finance order. 

The 1950 legislation authorizing these 
customs privileges (Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, May 15, 1950, p. 9) expired 
December 31, 1952, but to prevent sharp 
rises in domestic prices of essential 
foods and raw materials which might 
have followed if the basic rates were 
reimposed the Federal Finance Minister 
has authorized customs officers to re- 
frain from collecting duties at the full 
basic rates for some goods. 


For the time being, therefore, im- 
porters of some of the commodities on 
which duties were temporarily reduced 
or eliminated are continuing to pay 
the same rates as were in force before 
December 31. 


Commodities so benefiting include 
cacao beans, coffee, tea, grains, flour, 
potatoes, livestock for slaughter, butter, 
lard, certain edible oils, fresh meat, 
cheese, and fish. In the industrial sector 
items benefiting include gasoline, some 
types of cotton yarn, rayon, most plas- 
tics, and certain types of machinery 
and apparatus. 


Legislation expected to be introduced 
in the new Austrian Parliament this 
spring would waive any customs 
liabilities representing differences be- 
tween the basic rates and duties actu- 
ally collected during the interim period. 

Items on which the temporarily re- 
duced rates no longer apply include 
dried milk, processed eggs, oilseeds, 
grass and clover seed, honey, certain 
waxes, fatty acids, fats and oils from 
waste matter, processed meat, pitch, 
certain petroleum products, coal-tar 





entitled to the benefits of the rebates 
and now receiving them are preserved 
and dried fish, fruits and vegetables, 
certain metals, zinc oxide, aluminum 
hydrate, lead oxide, rubber products, 
certain wood products, animal hair, 
and fertilizers. 

Products previously subject to a re- 
bate of payroll taxes and social security 
charges only which now benefit also by 
a rebate of fiscal charges in the amount 
of 5.45 percent of the export value in- 
clude rubber and certain rubber prod- 
ucts, animal skins, paper and cardboard, 
and certain rubber and textile products 
for automobiles, such as inner tubes 
and brake linings. 

Items added to the list of products 
benefiting by the highest rate of rebate 
of payroll taxes and social , Security 
charges and a rebate of fiscal charges 
amounting to 8.72 percent of the export 
value include dried and preserved fish; 
vegetables and fruits; cocoa and choc- 
olates; pharmaceuticals; perfumes and 
cosmetics; leather products; cigarette 
paper; textile threads; certain metal- 
lurgical products and electrical appara- 
tus; various automobile parts, espe- 
cially those relating to chassis; aero- 
dynamic products; parachutes; auxiliary 
aviation and air-navigation equipment; 
and hunting arms. 





oils, certain cotton yarns, cotton fab- 
rics, certain wool yarns and fabrics, 
tires and tubes, hides and skins, foot- 
wear, plywood and veneers, film, fer- 
rosilicon, iron and steel bars, sheets, 
wire, pipes, nonferrous metals, fluores- 
cent lamps, X-ray tubes, heavy trucks, 
and certain chemicals, including tar- 
taric, citric, and formic acid, potassium 
carbonate, formaldehyde, casein, rennet, 
silicic acid, alcohol, and certain ex- 
plosives. 


Tariff System Changes Expected 


The new Parliament also is expected 
to enact legislation which will modify 
significantly the existing Austrian tariff 
system, which is based on a rather an- 
tiquated commodity classification and 
specific duties. Ultimately, it is expected 
that the nomenclature worked out in- 
ternationally in Brussels in 1950 will 
be adopted and that rates will be shift- 
ed to an ad valorem basis. 

The immediate problems are to mod- 
ify existing rates so as to more nearly 
reconcile the Government’s. need for 
revenue, industry’s demand for protec- 
tion, and the economy’s need for inter- 
nal price stability. 





ETHIOPIA HAS MADE the final 
payment on credits granted by Sweden 
in 1945 and 1946, totaling 7,500,000 
Swedish crowns (5.180 Swedish crowns 
=US$1, November 1952). This credit 
was used almost exclusively for Swed- 
ish technical assistance in Ethiopia. 
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Burma Announces Rice Sales 
Policy for January-June 


Country allocations for Burmese ex- 


_ ports of rice in the first half of 1953 


will be slightly larger than those pre- 
vailing in the same period of 1952, the 
Government of Burma has announced. 
Two-thirds of the. quantity available 
for export will be at the Government- 


controlled price and the remainder will 


be handled by private trade. 


Buyers have also been informed that 
the price for Government-to-Govern- 
ment rice sales in the period January- 
June 1953 will be one-eleventh above 
the level of prices in July 1952, or as 
follows, in kyats per long ton (1 kyat= 
US$0.21): Ngasein, small mill special, 
800; Sughandi, small mill special, 
835.56; Medone, bazaar quality, 817.78; 
Medone, special quality, 853.33; and 
Milchar, 871.11. 

Allocations for the half year were 
made to the following countries, in 1,000 
long tons: Ceylon, United Kingdom, and 
Japan, 90 each; Indonesia, 120; and 
Ryukus, 30. These allocations are larger 
than in 1952 except that for Ceylon, 
which received 120,000 tons last year. 

The date on which sale and shipment 
will be made of 350,000 tons called for 
under the Indo-Burmese Trade Agree- 
ment is not yet indicated. 


BRAZIL 


Imports From France Authorized 


Licenses will be authorized to cover 
imports into Brazil of machinery and 
raw_materials from France to a value 
equivalent to $3,400,000, the Export- 
Import Department of the Bank of 
Brazil has announced. 

The commodities for which licenses 
will be granted include aluminum; lead; 
zinc; self-propelled vehicles, including 
agricultural tractors; medicines and 
taw materials for the pharmaceutical 
industry; synthetic resins; and ma- 
chinery parts and accessories. 

Inasmuch as negotiations for a new 
commercial agreement between France 
and Brazil have not been concluded, 
these license authorizations are to be 
granted under an extension until March 
31, 1953, of the commercial agreement 
of July 14, 1951. 

(A summary of the provisions of the 
existing commercial agreement between 
Brazil and France was published in 
Foreign Commerce Weekly, Oct. 1951, 
p. 13.) 


CANADA 


Acetone Reclassified 


Canada has transferred all imported 
acetone to the customs category “class 
or kind not made in Canada,” effective 
February 2. 


The transfer does not affect the rate 
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of duty, but it does eleminate the spe- 
cial or dumping duty ordinarily applica- 
ble to foreign goods sold in Canada 
at less than the fair market value in 
country of export. 


However, elimination of the dumping 
duty is only temporary. The sole Cana- 
dian producer, Shawinigan Chemicals 
Ltd., according to reports, has ceased 
production, but that company, as well 
as Shell Oil Co. and Canadian Chemical 
Co. will have new acetone producing 
plants ready this spring, when the cus- 
toms classification can be expected to 
revert to one on which dumping duty 
is applicable. 


Duties Up on Vending Machines 


Canadian duties on automatic electric 
vending machines for cigarettes and 
candy bars will be increased on March 
5 from 7% percent ad valorem under 
tariff item No. 427a to 22% percent 
under item 427 for imports from the 
United States and other most-favored- 
nations. 


The increase in duty is a result of 
the Department of National Revenue’s 
decision that such machines are of a 
“class or kind made in Canada.” The 
machines will also be subject to dump- 
ing-duty, penalties if sold in Canada at 
less than the fair market value in 
country of export. 

The change in customs status indi- 
cates that Canadian production is now 
better able to satisfy domestic needs. 


Duty Raised on Fruit Cocktail 


Canned fruit cocktail imported into 
Canada from the United States and 
other most-favored-nation countries is 
now dutiable at 2% cents a pound in- 
stead of 1 cent a pound, by Department 
of National Revenue instructions to 
Canadian customs ports on January 30. 

The 150-percent raise in duty is the 
result of a decision to classify fruit 
cocktail under the tariff item “canned 
peaches,” tariff item No. 106(a), be- 
cause peaches are considered the chief 
constituent of the mix. Entry was for- 
merly permitted under the canned fruit 
“n.o.p.” category, No. 106(d). 

Heavy imports are apparently a fac- 
tor in the change in duty. As far as 
known the United States-is the chief 
supplier. In 1951, the United States 
exported to Canada 19,657,570 pounds 
of fruit cocktail, including compote, 
salad, and other mixes, valued at 
$3,410,663. Exports in the first 11 
months of 1952 so far reported amount 
to 16,904,037 pounds valued at $2,734,- 
000. 


COLOMBIA 
Duty-Free Drilling Equipment 


Drilling equipment and accessories 
and spare parts for use in oil exploration 
exempt from Colombian import duties 
are specifically enumerated in resolution 
No. 662 of the Colombian Ministry of 


~ 
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Mines and Petroleum dated January 5, 
1953. 

These exemptions became effective on 
October 7, 1952, by article 13 of decree- 
law No. 2270 of September 24, 1952 
(Foreign Commerce Weekly, Nov. 24, 
1952, p. 13, and Dec, 1, 1952, p. 8). 

Only heavy drilling equipment, acces- 
sories, and spare parts for use in wild- 
catting, exclusive of core-drilling equip- 
ment for seismographic work, are 
exempt: 

Drilling Equipment 


Drilling derricks and substructures; draw- 
works; control boards; hydromatic brakes, 
clutches, coolers, brakes; sand reel assem- 
blies; transmission assemblies; boilers, feed 
pumps, lubricators, superheaters; 

Motors; safety equipment for motors; mud 
| 8S; water pumps; crown blocks; travel- 
ng blocks and hooks; drill pipes and link 
elevators; slip sets: sets of clamps for 
drilling collars; 


Weight indicators; units to operate master 
safety valves; drilling collars; blowout pre- 
venters; Kelly and bushing sleeves; set of 
lights for derricks; mud-vibrating screens; 

Rotary tables; swivels; drill pipe with 
couplings and protectors; mud and water 
circulating hose; tanks and sluices for drill- 
ing mud. 

Accessories 


Drillin bits; core bits; core barrels; 
mud and water pipe; electric power plants; 
cementing equipment; rig runners; swabs; 
steel and manila cables; fishing tools; side- 
tracking equipment; packers; 

Equipment for preparing, controling and 
conditioning mud; steel tanks for water and 
fuel; mud injectors; floating shoes; floating 
collars; cementing plugs; drilling collars 
for cementing by stages; compressors; weld- 
ing. equipment; 

ormation testers; apparatus to measure 
deviation and bearing; bottom hole pressure 
pumps: manometers; pressure gauges; tongs; 
ailers. 
Spare Parts 


Only spare parts and pieces to be used 
as replacements for wornout drilling oentp- 
ment of the types here listed are duty 
exempt. 


Applications to obtain approval of 
the Ministry of Mines and Petroleum 
for import duty exemptions must be 
presented on stamped paper to the 
Department of Fiscalization and Petro- 
leum Exploitation and must be accom- 
panied by five copies of the correspond- 
ing order for equipment. Upon approval 
three of the copies will be forwarded to 
the Ministry of Finance, one to the ap- 
plicant, and the fifth copy will be re- 
tained in the files of the Department. 
An application must indicate the number 
or classification of the order and the 
proposed use of the materials. 

Customs duties exemptions are not. 
granted on chemicals required for mud 
conditioning, equipment and materials 
not an integral part of the drilling 
equipment, seismographic and gravi- 
metric equipment, and all equipment 
used in geologic and geophysical ex- 
ploration. 

Petroleum companies are obliged to 
inform the Ministry of the date of ar- 
rival and use of the materials ordered 
for which duties have been exempted. 
—Emb., Bogota. 


CUBA : ) 
West German Treaty Denounced 


The commercial treaty between Cuba 
and the Federal Republic of Germany, 


(Continued on Page 25) 
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Egyptian Jute Company 
Invites U. S. Capital 


U. S. capital investment is invited 
by the Egyptian Jute Co. for purposes 
of expansion of the company. 


Briefly, the Egyptian Jute Co., re- 
portedly the only jute mill at present 
im operation in Egypt, now has 110 
looms and supplies about 8 percent of 
Egypt’s consumption of fiber bags, the 
balance of requirements being imported. 

The company proposes to increase its 
plant capacity to 1,100 looms, at an in- 
vestment of approximately £E3,000,000, 
with a view to achieving within a few 
years production of total Egyptian re- 
quirements for twilled and hessian 
packings. 

According to a director of the firm, 
the amount of £E3,000,000 would make 
possible construction of a factory hous- 
ing 1,000 modern looms and provide 
operating capital of £E500,000. The 
company owns all of the necessary land 
on the site of its present location, which 
is within the Cairo city limits. Power 
is obtained from the Cairo North power 
station, and water and good transporta- 
tion facilities are said to be readily 
available. 


Reportedly, the proposed development 
has been discussed with the Egyptian 
Minister of Finance, and the Egyptian 
Government is said to have promised 
all possible cooperation to encourage 
foreign capital participation. 

Interested parties are invited to cor- 
respond with Alfonse Alexan, Egyptian 
Jute Co., 17 Kasr el Nil Street, Cairo, 
Egypt. 





Netherlands Desires 
Brickmaking Data 


The Netherlands Technical Bureau 
for the Brick-Making Industry Abroad 
. (Nederlands Technisch Bureau voor de 
Steenindustrie in het Buitenland— 
NESTEBU), 34 Utrechtseweg, Zeist, 
Netherlands, wishes to receive informa- 
tion about the brickmaking industry 
in the United States, and invites corre- 
spondence from firms engaged in de- 
veloping brickmaking processes and re- 
lated activities. 

NESTEBU’s activities reportedly in- 
clude construction abroad of complete 
new modern brickmaking plants; re- 
construction, expansion, and moderniza- 
tion of existing brickworks; and a va- 
riety of general services, such as studies 
of productivity in the brickmaking in- 
dustry in specific countries, plans for 
increased production, technical training 
of foreign workmen in the Netherlands, 
and technical assistance to foreign 
governments, 


Steel Items Needed 
By Pakistan Railway. 


More than 700 tons of tees, mild 
steel angles, flats, squares, and rounds, 
in standard lengths, are urgently re- 
quired by the Government of Pakistan 
for the use of the North Western Rail- 
way. Bids will be accepted in Karachi 
until March 10, and should indicate the 
earliest date by which delivery can be 
guaranteed. 

A copy of the specifications and bid- 
ding conditions is obtainable for review 
purposes on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 

Bids should be addressed to the Direc- 
tor General of Supply and Develop- 
ment, Frere Road, Karachi, Pakistan 
(Telegraphic address: SUPDEVPAK). 





New Zealand To Purchase 
Small Rotary Converters 


The New Zealand State Hydro-Elec- 
tric Department, at Wellington, invites 
quotations until April 8, covering the 
supply of 54 small rotary converters of 
50- to 300-watt output, required for 
standby power supply. 


Specifications are obtainable for re- 
view purposes on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C., or the Office of the Commercial 
Counsellor, New Zealand Embassy, 1346 
Connecticut Avenue, NW., Washington 
6, D. C. 


Bids should be sent direct to the 
Stores Manager’s Office, State Hydro- 
Electric Department, P. O. Box 8025, 
Wellington, C. 1, New Zealand. 





New Trade Organization 
Established in Cyprus 


A new commercial and industrial or- 
ganization, known as the Cyprus Fed- 
eration of Trade & Industry, has been 
established recently in Cyprus, with 
C. P. Manglis, a leading businessman 
of the island, named as president. Head- 
quarters of the Federation, which will 
coordinate the activities of the local 
trade groups of Nicosia, Limassol, 
Famagusta, and Paphos, are in Nicosia. 





Tangier Port Project 
Dates Extended 


The Societe du Port de Tanger has 
extended from March 5 to March 30 
the date for the submission of refer- 
ences by enterprises wishing to bid on 
the Tangier port extension project. The 
final date for submission of bids, April 
5, remains unchanged. 


As noted in an announcement of Feb- 


U. S. Capital Sought 
For Plant in India 


Private U. S. capital participation is 
invited by an Indiafi firm, Kalinga Min- 
ing Corp. (Regd), for financing a pro- 
posed ferro-manganese plant in Orissa, 
India. Such a project is said to be 
favorably regarded by the Government 
of India. 

Kalinga Mining Corp., which already 
engages in producing manganese ore, 
proposes to establish a company with 
a capital of 50,000,000 rupees (1 rupee 
= US$0.21 at current rate of ex- 
change), having a production capacity 
of 35,000 to 60,000 long tons of ferro- 
manganese annually. 

American capital participation to the 
extent of 49 percent is desired, and an 
American investor would also be asked 
to supply complete machinery for the 
project, as well as contribute technical 


- assistance. The investor would be given 


a share in the management of the op- 
eration, As regards returns, Kalinga 
states that it would prefer sharing 
profits according to percentage of 
investment. 


Raw-material supplies and transport 
facilities are considered to be adequate; 
power is in short supply, however. Un- 
skilled labor is said to be readily. avail- 
able locally, although skilled labor re- 
portedly is scarce. 

Interested parties are requested to 
communicate with Kalinga Mining 
Corp. (Regd), Buxi Bazar, Cuttack, 
Orissa, India. 





Ceylon Invites Bids for 
Supply of Strawboard 


The Government of Ceylon is inviting 
bids, until April 7, for the supply of 
1,300 hundredweight of strawboard, 
30”x25”, in %-hundredweight bundles. 


Specifications and bidding conditions 
may be obtained for review purposes 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. For 
bidding purposes, these documents are 
available from the Ceylon Embassy, 
2148 Wyoming Ave., NW., Washington, 
o..0s 

Bids should be sent to the Chairman, 
Tender Board, Ministry of Finance, 
P. O. Box 500, Colombo, Ceylon, 





ruary 9, in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
coneerning this work, details, including 
specifications and bidding conditions 
(in French), are available for review 
purposes on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 
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LICENSING 
OPPORTUNITIES 











In The United States 


Alcoholic Beverages: 


France — Societe d’Exploitation du 
Chateau de Moncontour (producer of 
wines), Vouvray (Indre-et-Loire), of- 
‘fers its processes and techniques to a 
U, S. firm interested in the preparation 
of sparkling wines. Firm states it is 
willing to supply all information re- 
garding the selection of wines to be 
“champagnized,” and, if necessary, to 
supply semifinished wines, installation, 
and services. 


Machine Parts: 


France — Etablissements Jacques 
Riscoud (manufacturer of speed gears, 
precision machine work), 39 & 41 Rue 
du Capitaine Guynemer, Courbevoie 
(Seine), offers for manufacture under 
license and sale in the United States 
continously variable speed gears of the 
friction type, for use in all industries, 
including automobile, glass, mining, and 
electrical. These speed gears are covered 
in the United States by Patent No, 
2,580,669. 


In Foreign Countries 

Glues: 

France—SOPROGA-—Societe des 
Produits Organiques (manufacturer of 
chemical and organic products), 44-50 
Rue de la Haie Coq, Aubervilliers 
(Seine), is interested in obtaining U. S. 
processes and techniques for the pro- 
duction and distribution in France and 
other European countries of plywood 


glues, chemical and parachemical prod- 
ucts, 


Machinery: 


‘ France—Societe d'Optique et de 
Mecanique de Haute Precision—S. O. M. 
(manufacturer of high-precision optical 
instruments and precision machine 
work), 125 Boulevard Davout, Paris 20e, 
is interested in obtaining U. S. patents, 
processes, machinery, and equipment, 
for the manufacture and distribution in 
‘France and other European countries of 
hydraulic equipment which could be 
applied to vehicles, machine tools, and 
industrial installations. 


Paints and Varnishes: 


France—Etablissements Sejo-Demar 


~ (manufacturer of paints, varnishes, and 


Special plastics), 11, Rue Vernet, Paris 
8, wishes to be licensed by an Ameri- 
can company for the manufacture and 
distribution in France, North Africa, 
and Switzerland, of new products in 
the field of paints, protective surfacings, 
and plastic coatings, 


Plastic Products: nf 

France—S.A.V.I.—Societe Autonome 
du Verre Incassable (manufacturer of 
molded plexiglass and plastics for aero- 


March 2, 1953 


% 


nautical and industrial use), 15, Rue de 
Vincennes, Montreuil-sous-Bois (Seine), 
wishes to be licensed by an American 
firm for the manufacture and distribu- 
tion in France of industrial parts and 
products of molded plastics. Firm states 
that in view of its experience in plexi- 
glass, it could rapidly adapt its facilities 
to any plastic substance which could 
be handled and worked like plexiglass, 





IMPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Supplementary information, in 
the form of literature, catalogs, 
photographs. price lists, or sam- 
ples, is available in specific in- 
stances as indicated by symbol 
(*), from the Cor.mercial Intelli- 
gence Division, U. S. Department 
a Washington 26, 


Abrasive Products: 


England—T. D. Bailey & Son, Ltd. - 


(sales agent), 9 St. Helen’s Place, 
London, E.C.3, offers to export direct 
diamond impregnated resinoid bonded 
abrasive wheels. Specifications and price 
list available.* 


Alcoholic Beverages: 

Denmark—C, A. Wallenborg & Son, 
Ltd. (distiller, export merchant, rep- 
resentative), 22 Admiralgade, Copen- 
hagen K., offers to export direct or 
through agent Danish export beer “Four 
Flags” (Pilsner and stout types), in 
bottles of 34 and 64 centiliters. Quality: 
Export Pilsner, gravity 1048, alcoholic 
volume 6 percent; Export Stout, gravity 
1975, alcoholic volume 7 percent, 


Artificial Eyes: 

Germany — Kraft & Krueger (ex- 
porter, wholesaler, commission mer- 
chant), 54 Fuertherstrasse, Nuremberg, 
Bavaria, offers to export direct or 
through agent artificial eyes (glass). 


Automotive Supplies: 

Germany—Brems-und Reibbelagwerk 
Winnenden (manufacturer, exporter), 
21 Friedrichstrasse, Winnenden, offers 
to export direct monthly, up to $25,000 
worth of brake and friction lining ‘for 
motor vehicles and industrial uses, 

Bicycles: 

England—Anthony Maufe & Com., 
Ltd. (manufacturer’s export agent), 14 
Arlington Street, London, S.W.1, offers 
to export direct bicycles for ladies’ and 
men. Illustrated leaflet available.* 


~ Clothing and Accessories: 

Belgium—M. B. Ph. Ceuleers, S.P.R.L. 
(manufacturer, exporter, wholesaler), 
37 Rue Robert Mols, Antwerp, offers to 
export direct children’s dresses and 
rompers, with handmade ppb and 
embroidery. 

Netherlands—C. Arentz (Alexander 
Rayvitch), (manufacturer’s agent}, P. 
O. Box G,. 25, Rotterdam, offers to 
export scarfs, direct or through agent. 


Electrical Equipment: 
Germany—Ernst Dreefs, Fabrik 
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elektrotechnischer Bedarfsartikel | 


G.m.b.H. (manufacturer, exporter), Un- 
terrodach/Oberfranken, offers to export 
direct or through agent electric heater 
and range switches, Literature (in Ger- 
man) available.* 


Nethertands—Koltec C. V. (manu- 
facturer), Haagweg 159, Breda, offers 
to export direct or through agent un- 
limited quantities of first-grade electric 
fence controllers, a.c., 220/110 volts and 
for battery feeding. Apparatus ap- 
proved by KEMA (Arnhem, Nether- 
lands), VDE (Frankfurt, Germany), 
and DLG (Braynschweig, Germany). 


Feathers: 

Germany—Schimmelwitz & Co. K. G. 
(processor, exporter of fancy feathers), 
16 Damenstiftstrasse, Munich 2, Bava- 
ria, offers to exporf direct all types of 
fancy feathers. 


Flower Bulbs: 

Netherlands — Kapiteyn Brothers 
(bulb growers), 31 Meerweg, Breezand, 
North Holland, offers to export direct 
first-quality flower bulbs, Export ship- 
ments are checked by the Phytopatho- 
logical Service, Wageningen, Nether- 
lands. 


Foodstuffs and Feedstuffs: 

Belgium—G. A. de Jongh & Sons, 
P.V.B.A._ (importer, exporter, sales 
agent), 21 Schuttershofstraat, Antwerp, 
offers to export direct canned meat and 
delicacies. 

Netherlands—H. J. Lacor (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 60 Damstraat, Yer- 
seke, offers to export direct first-quality 
marinated mussels in cans. 

Netherlands—J. D. van den Endt- 
Louwerse (manufacturer, exporter), 4 
Grintweg, Yerseke, offers to export. di- 
rect or through agent four grades of 
crushed oyster shells for the poultry 
trade. 

Netherlands—Van Klaveren & Co, 
(export and import merchant, whole- 
saler), 12 Schiemond, O.Z., Rotterdam, 
offers to export direct first-quality 
frozen fresh and salt-water fish. 
Spain—Conservas Torres, S. A. (proc- 
essor, wholesaler, exporter), 12 Eras, 
Calahorra, Logrono, offers to export 
direct or through agent sweet red pep- 
pers in cans or barrels. Quality and 
quantity: First- and second-bloom pep- 
pers; 5,000 cases of peppers in cans, 
containing 50 cans of 500 grams each 
per case, 100 cans of 250 grams each 
per case, and 150 cans of 125 grams 
each per case, 


Jewelry: 

Netherlands—C. Arentz (Alexander 
Rayvitch), (manufacturer’s agent), P. 
O. Box G. 25, Rotterdam, offers to ex- 
port direct or through agent wrist- 
watches, 17-jewel, dust- and water- 
proof, and antimagnetie, 


Machinery: 

Germany—Jordan & Rolfs (export 
merchant), 33 Poststrasse, Hamburg, 
offers to export direct or through agent 
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high-grade horizontal diesel engines, 5 
to 240 hp. Catalog avaijable.* 

Metal Products: 

Germany—Georg Brunhuebner (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 39 Sonnenberg- 
strasse, Pforzheim-Dillstein, offers to 
export direct 100 to 200 kilograms of 
solder for brass, tombac, nickel alloys, 
silver and gold alferide, suitable for 
mechanically soldering chains, particu- 
larly jewelry chains. 

Germany — Kraft & Krueger (ex- 
porter), 54 Fuertherstrasse, Nurem- 
berg, Bavaria, offers to export direct 
or through agent gold leaf. 

Ornaments: 

Germany—Lauschaer Glas-und Spiel- 
waren-Industrie Robert Wittmann 
(manufacturer and exporter), 18 Kant- 
strasse, Neustadt b/Coburg, Bavaria, 
offers to export direct -Christmas-tree 
ornaments. 


Precision Instruments: 

Germany—Emil Fricker (wholesaler, 
export merchant), 38 Schuetzenstrasse, 
Ebingen, Wuerttemberg, offers to ex- 
port direct vernier calipers made of fine 
‘steel, with hardened measuring points 
and spring locking clip, graduated up 
to 6”, reading by means of verniers, 
both thousandths and 1/128 of an inch. 
The tool gives inside, outside, and depth 
measurements. 

Germany—Gottl. Kern & Sohn (man- 
ufacturer), 63 Gartenstrasse; Ebingen, 
Wuerttemberg, offers to export direct 
or through agent analytical balances 
with or without projection reading de- 
vice, 0.1 mg. sensibility; brass precision 
weights; and precision balances made 
of brass. Catalog available.* 

Scientific Instruments: 

Switzerland—T. Tuscher, Polygonweg 
25, Bern, reportedly purchased at bank- 
ruptcy sale the inventory of Intrag 
A.G. (surgical equipment house), and 
offers to sell a number of surgical in- 
struments.at next to cost price. The 
items are described as brand-new, 
never-used quality, suitable for use by 
hospitals, dispensaries, medical schools, 
and members of the medical and vet- 
erinary professions. A complete list of 
items, together with prices, is avail- 
able.* 

World Trade Directory Report not 
applicab!e. 

Shoe Accessories: 

Netherlands—P. W. Heijns (commis- 
mission merchant and wholesaler), 9 
Kerkweg, Ter Aar, Z.H., offers to export 
direct 70,000 100 percent cotton shoe- 
laces, 24”. 

Souvenirs: , 

Netherlands—C. Arentz (Alexander 
Rayvitch), (manufacturer’s agent), P.O. 
Box G. 25, Rotterdam, offers to export 
a or through agent souvenir arti- 
c 


Teilet Articles: 
Norway—Torjus Fabrikker 


(manu- 


{ Uebersee-Post 





German ‘Uebersee-Post' 
Copies Available 


Copies of the January edition of 
(Overseas Post), 
published in Germany, are avail- 
able for consultation in all U. S. 
Department of Commerce Field 
Offices and the Department’s 
Commercial Intelligence Division 
in Washington, D. C. 

This edition of the Uebersee- 
Post contains two sections, one 
covering engineering and _ the 
other consumer goods, in which 
export offers of German, Austrian, 
and Swiss manufacturers are 
listed. 

Uebersee- Post is published 
monthly in English, German, 
Spanish, and French. Information 
concerning subscription to this 
publication may be obtained from 
the publisher, Herman E. Reisner 
KG., Bankgasse 9, Nuremberg 2, 
Germany, or the publisher’s VU. S. 
agent, Atlantic Service Agency, 
P.O.B. 415, Flushing, N. Y. 











facturer), Sarpsborg, offers to export 
direct first-quality slotted razor blades, 
in blue, red, or plain colors. Firm has 
immediately available 5,000,000 blades, 
and 2,000,000 available each month. 
Firm states that blades can be made 
with customer’s own trade mark, if 
desired. Price information available.* 

Toys: 

Denmark—Jorgen Kirkegaard (whole- 
saler, exporter), 4 Bredstedgade, 
Odense, offers to export direct or 
through agent toy music boxes decor- 
ated with pictures of scenes from Hans 


Andersen’s fairy tales, 100,000 to 200,000 
boxes annually, 


Germany—August Knoch (manufac- 
turer, exporter), 2 Wallstrasse, Neu- 
stadt b/Coburg, Bavaria, offers to ex- 
port direct mechanical dancing dolls and 
toys. Illustrated léaflet and prices avail- 
able.* 


Germany—Kraft & Krueger (ex- 
porter), 54 Fuertherstrasse, Nuremberg, 
Bavaria, offers to export direct or 
through agent all kinds of toys. 


Germany—Lauschaer Glas- und Spiel- 
warenindustrie Robert Wittmann (man- 
ufacturer, exporter), 18 Kantstrasse, 
Neustadt b/Coburg, Bavaria, offers to 
export direct all kinds of toys. 


Wood Products: 

Germany—Junge & Jordan G.m.b.H., 
Holzwarenfabrik (manufacturer, ex- 
porter), 282 Wiesengrund, Ostheim v.d. 
Rhoen, Bavaria, offers to export direct 
or through agent wood products, such 
as handles for electric irons, pen and 
instrument cases, tool cases and cabi- 
nets, desks, tables, and chairs, 


EXPORT 
OPPORTUNITIES 











Electrical Appliances: 

Saudi Arabia—Green Flag Store (re- 
tail mrchant), Al Khobar, wishes to pur- 
chase direct or through agent kitchen 
supplies and electrical appliances, such 
as coffee makers, ice crushers, percola- 
tors, washing machines, freezers, and 
irons. 

Feathers: 

Germany—Schimmelwitz & Co. K. G. 
(processor and exporter of fancy feath- 
ers), 16 Damenstiftstrasse, Munich 2, 
wishes to purchase direct raw feathers 
for the manufacture of millinery goods. 
Fire-Fighting Equipment: 

Peru—Max E. Biber, chairman, Board 
of Trustees, Cia. de Bomberos Volun- 
tarios “Francia No. 2” (volunteer fire 
brigade), 719 Carabaya (Casilla 2204), 
Lima, seeks quotations for one complete 
fire engine, equipped with pumps and 
chemicals. Funds for Lima volunteer 


fire companies reportedly are obtained ~ 


from subscriptions by members and 
business firms, and government sub- 
sidies. 

Haberdashery: 

Saudi Arabia—Green Flag Store (re- 
tail merchant of general merchandise), 
Al Khobar, wishes to purchase direct 
and obtain agency for men’s haber- 
dashery. 


Photographie Supplies: 

Saudi Arabia—Green Flag Store (re- 
tail merchant), Al Khobar, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agency for 
polaroid cameras and film. 


Surgical and Medical Equipment: 

France—Societe Francaise de Fourni- 
tures Chirurgicales (wholesaler, retail- 
er, manufacturer’s agent), 57 Rue Paul- 
Louis-Landes, Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes 
to purchase direct and obtain agency 
(preferred) for good-quality surgical 
instruments and medical equipment, in- 
cluding electrical medical apparatus, for 
use in hospitals and clinics. New types 
of instruments or those not yet in use 
in France are desired. 


Toilet Preparations: 

Saudi Arabia—Green Flag Store (re- 
tail merchant), Al Khobar, wishes to 
purchase direct and obtain agency for 
toilet articles and cosmetics, 





AGENCY 
OPPORTUNITIES 





- 6 eee ee oe et Oe 








Chemicals: 

Canada — Commercial Enterprises, 
Ltd. (industrial consultant, wholesaler, 
manufacturer’s agent), 1405 Bishop 
Street, Montreal, P.Q., wishes to obtain 


(More World Trade Leads on Page 26) 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





Leathermaking in Egypt World Consumption of Rubber 
Sets New Record in 1952 


World consumption of natural and synthetic rubber set a new 
record of 2,332,500 long tons in 1952, erasing the old mark of 2,312,500 
tons made in 1951, according to estimates of the Secretariat of the 


Shows Marked Progress 


Progress in the Egyptian leather in- 
dustries has been so marked during 
recent years that imports of all types 
of leather manufactures now are 
negligible. 

There are approximately 125 tan- 
neries, but according to the Federation 
of Egyptian Industries, only 41 of them 
are well organized and registered at 
the Leather Chamber of the Federation. 
Most modern tanneries are concen- 
trated at Mex, a suburb of Alexandria, 
in Cairo, and in provinces of Upper 
Egypt. 

Official statistics for leather and foot- 
wear production are unavailable. Re- 
liable estimates indicate that 8,300,000 
square feet of chrome tanned and 6,300 
metric tons of vegetable tanned leathers 
were produced in 1952. Comparable 
1951 production figures were 7,700,000 
square feet and 5,700 metric tons, re- 
spectively. 

Small workshops scattered through- 
out the country account for most of the 
footwear produced. Only about 25 or- 
ganized shoe factories are located in 
Alexandria, Cairo, and Damietta. Hand- 
made shoes are produced in Damietta, 
and the other two centers are the semi- 
mechanized production areas. Based on 
information of local semimechanized 
factories, the Leather Chamber esti- 
mates ‘that annual production for the 
past 5 calendar years averaged 5,500,000 
pairs of men’s, women’s, and children’s 
shoes, 4,000,000 pairs of children’s san- 
dais, and 7,500,000 pairs of “boulgha” 
slippers. 


Most of the footwear produced is ab- 
sorbed domestically. That which is ex- 
ported goes to neighboring Arab coun- 
tries. For the first 10 months of 1952, 
exports to the Sudan totaled 317,622 
pairs, a sharp increase over the 123,533 
pairs exported to that area in the cor- 
responding period of 1951. Exports to 
other countries fluctuate between 
120,000 and 160,000 pairs annually. 

Only small quantities of high-grade 
footwear are imported. Although Egypt 
remains an important potential con- 
sumer, increased customs duties—from 
25 to 75 percent—on foreign-made shoes 
preclude the possibility of greater im- 
ports in the near future. The drop in 
imports of all types of footwear, from 
203,771 pairs in 1951 to 86,152 pairs in 
1952, is expected to go still further. 

Between 8 and 10 metric tons of 
ladies’ handbags and other fancy items 
are imported annually, mainly_ from 
France, Italy, and the United Kingdom. 
Improvement in the quality and ap- 
pearance of the Egyptian product, how- 
ever, is expected to make imports un- 
necessary in the near future. The Egyp- 
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International Rubber Study Group. 


United States consumption increased from 1,214,298 tons in 1951 


to a new high of 1,260,588 tons in 1952. 
Foreign consumption, excluding the 
U.S.S.R. and China, declined from 
962,500 tons to 925,000 tons, the first 
decline to be registered in the postwar 
period. 

World production of natural rubber 
was estimated at 160,000 tons in De- 
cember 1952, making the annual total 
1,762,500 tons, down 6 percent from the 
1951 total of 1,875,000 tons*With world 
natural rubber prices averaging about 
40 percent below tHe high 1951 level, 
production by small holders in the Far 
East dipped sharply, especially in In- 
donesia, Malaya, and Sarawak. Estate 
output increased, particularly in In- 
donesia and Indochina. 

United States imports of natural 
rubber totaled 78,182 long tons in De- 
cember 1952, bringing the calendar year 
total to 806,032 tons, a postwar high. 





Brazilian Sulfur Plant Opened 


A new sulfur plant was opened at Rio 
Maina, State of Santa Catarina, by the 
National Sulfur Co., Ltd. (ENAL), in 
November 1952, The factory is financed 
by 12 southern coal mining companies, 
a fiber and paper company in Rio 
Grande do Sul, and a chemical concern 
in Porto Alegre. 


Initial daily production is scheduled 
at 6 to 8 metric tons, which is expected 
to be increased to 30 tons within 
3 months. Sulfur is obtained from 


pyrites by a process developed by an 
ENAL engineer. 


~ The annual pyrite supply available to 


the factory as a byproduct of coal min- 
ing operations is feported to be con- 
siderably more than requirements, even 
at the present maximum rate of produc- 
tion. Output from the plant will replace 
part of the sulfur imported from the 


United States, Italy, Chile, and other 
sources, 


The same group of companies con- 
templates construction of a _ sulfuric- 
acid factory in Rio Maina to utilize part 
or all of the sulfur production. 





tian Government restricted exports of 
fancy leather goods during 1952. 


Locally produced luggage, saddlery, 
and harness equipment fulfills domestic 
demands, and small quantities are ex- 
ported to neighboring countries, 





Imports in 1951 amounted to 734,599 
tons. 


World natural rubber consumption in 
December was placed at 125,000 tons, 
and the annual total was 1,447,500 tons, 


down 3.5 percent from the 1951 figure 
of 1,500,000 tons. Estimated imports 
into the U.S.S.R. and China included 
in these figures totaled 13,750 tons in 
December 1952, and 146,750 tons in the 
full year 1952, compared with 135,750 
tons in 1951. 2 

Stocks of natural rubber (excluding 
stocks in the Soviet and China, and 
Government stocks in the United States, 
the United Kingdom, and France) were 
estimated at 782,500 tons on December 
31, 1952, compared with 812,500 tons a 
year earlier. The end-1952 stocks con- 
sisted of 247,500 tons in producing coun- 
tries, 335,000 tons in consuming coun- 
tries, and 200,000 tons afloat. The end- 
1951 figures were 242,500 tons, 315,000 
tons, and 255,000 tons, respectively. 


Excluding Soviet operations, world 
synthetic rubber production in Decem- 
ber 1952 was 72,000 tons, consumption 
77,500 tons, and end-of-month stocks 
140,000 tons, down 2,500 tons from the 
end-1951 position. In 1952, synthetic 
production was 878,500 tons and con- 
sumption was 885,000 tons. In 1951 the 
output was 908,000 tons and consump- 
tion was 812,500 tons. 





Ecuador Ships Pyrethrum to 
U. S.; Output Decreased 


The first shipment of pyrethrum from 
Ecuador to the United States was made 
recently. Production was hampered in 
1952 by drought during the summer 
months and severe cold later. Because 
of these difficulties, output in 1953 is not 
expected to exceed 100 metric tons. 
However, it is hoped to increase this 
figure to 1,000 tons in 1954, 

Plantations are being developed by a 
United States company in partnership 
with an Ecuadoran concern. The com- 
pany operates principally by providing 
seedlings and buying the flowers, rather 
than raising the crop direct, but there 
has been some difficulty in interesting 
farmers in the undertaking. 


It is understood that plantations 
-sponsored by another United States 
company are progressing satisfactorily. 
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Uruguayan Grain Output Decreases; 
1952 Exports Highest on Record 


Production of winter grains in Uruguay in the 1952-53 crop year is 
estimated at 522,095 metric tons, compared with 533,638 ‘tons in the 
1951-52 crop year. Harvesting was completed in January. 

The 1952-53 yield, compared with 1951-52 tonnages, in parentheses, 


was as follows: Wheat, 459,653 
(37,717); barley, brewers, 15,037 tons 
(11,024); barley, common, 8,059 tons 
(6,883); birdseed, 531 tons (363); and 
rye, 173 tons (63). 

The 1951-52 wheat crop, although not 
of record size, met Uruguay’s consump- 
tion requirements, and permitted siza- 
ble exports of grain and flour, princi- 
pally to Brazil under the 1952 barter 
agreement. 


Exports of wheat to all destinations 
in 1952 totaled 45,557 metric tons; flour 
shipments amounted to 110,326 tons. In 
the aggregate, these exports are be- 
lieved to be the largest quantity of 
wheat and flour ever shipped from 
Uruguay in any 1 year. 

Brazil received 31,976 tons of the 
1951-52 wheat and 80,294 tons of wheat 
flour. The remainder of the wheat went 
to Germany, France, Paraguay, and a 
number of other countries. Of the flour 
exported, 12,534 tons went to Paraguay, 
and the rest to France, French West 
Africa, Tunisia, Algeria, Germany, and 
Spain. 

Exports of wheat and flour picked up 
in volume during the last quarter of 1952 
when the size of the forthcoming 1952- 
53 harvest, which began in late-Novem- 
ber, became clearly evident. 


The only other grain and feed exports 
in 1952 consisted of shelled corn, which 
totaled 4,788 tons, and moved into ship- 
ping channels during the first quarter. 
Of that amount, 3,431 tons went to 
Germany and 1,357 tons to Belgium. 

Imports in 1952 were only 207 tons 


Argentine Sulfur Pool Ended 


The sulfur pool established by gov- 
ernment decree in Argentina in Febru- 
ary 1952 has been abolished by minis- 
terial directive. 

It is understood that increased im- 
ports of this material from Chile in the 
fourth quarter of 1952 and continued 
low demand from industry were respon- 
sible for the action. Imports expected 
from Italy in 1953 and prospects for in- 
creased domestic production when the 
Sosneado mines begin operations will 
add to the supply. 

Although only about 8,000 metric tons 
of crude sulfur were imported in the 
first three quarters of 1952, almost 
19,000 tons, mostly Chilean, were re- 
ceived in the last quarter, bringing total 
imports for the year to approximately 
27,000 tons. This figure does not include 
third and fourth quarter imports of 
U. S. sulfur, which had not yet arrived. 
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tons (477,588); oats, 38,642 tons 





of brewer’s barley from Germany and 
42 metric tons of alfalfa seed from 
France, according to official figures. 


New Wheat Going to Brazil 


At the end of January 1953, negotia- 
tions were reported under way be- 
tween Brazil and Uruguay which would 
provide for the export of 50,000 metric 
tons of wheat grain and 50,000 tons of 
wheat flour to Brazil during 1953. Be- 
cause these quantities are believed to 
represent thé entire exportable surplus 
(including an 18,000-ton carryover of 
flour on January 1) from the 1952-53 
harvest, the outlook is for little, if any, 
exports to other destinations. 


Although prices have not been fixed 
for the prospective Brazilian shipments, 
it is expected that they will be ap- 
proximately 10 percent under those of 
1952, which were 233.50 pesos a ton, 
f.a.s. Montevideo, for flour and 197.66 
pesos a ton for wheat, and that the 
exchange rate of 1.519 pesos to $1 will 
be maintained. 





Cuba Expects Lower Sales 
Of Motor Vehicles in 1953 


The Cuban automotive trade antici- 
pates a considerable reduction in sales 
during 1953, as compared with sales in 
the past 2 years, as a result of a sugar 
crop surplus in 1952 and a restricted 
harvest in 1953. 

Imports totaled 16,975 passenger cars, 
6,954 trucks, and 440 buses in 1952, com- 
pared with 18,191 passenger cars, 7,056 
trucks, and 733 buses in 1951. The 
United States supplied 97.6 percent of 
the motor vehicles imported in 1952 and 
94.6 percent in 1951. Imports from Eu- 
ropean countries totaled 468 passenger 
cars, 44 trucks, and 68 buses in 1952, 
compared with 814 cars, 62 trucks, and 
471 buses in 1951. 


During the first 5 months of 1952, im- 
ports were above 1951 levels, and 1,030 
more units were imported than during 
the like period in 1951. Beginning in 
June, and reflecting a general business 
decline, imports fell below 1951 levels. 

Declining sales in the latter half of 
the year left dealers in a generally over- 
stocked condition; sales of trucks and 
medium- and high-priced passenger cars 
were especially slow. Credit buying 


. was reported up about 20 percent over 


the 1951 level. 


Iraq Date Crop Normal; 
Exports Drop 7 Percent 


Iraq’s 1952 date harvest should reach 
slightly more than 350,000 metric tons, 
an amount equal to 1951 production, 
according to the Date Association. 

Dates grown in central Iraq’s Eu- 
phrates-Baghdad-Diyala area account 
for about 60 percent of total produc- 


tion, or about 210,000 tons. Southern 
Iraq’s production, centered around 
Basra, is estimated at 140,000 tons, 


about 40 percent of total production. 
The Basra dates—chiefly the sayir, hal- 
lawi, Basra zahdi, and khadrawi varie- 
ties—are generally choice and usually 
account for more than 40 percent of 
total exports. The exportable surplus 
of dates from Iraq’s 1952 crop is placed 
at 250,000 tons. 

Official figures show that 160,250 tons 
of dates had been exported from Iraq 
as of December 31, 1952. Stocks of 
dates destined for export on January 
22, 1953, were estimated at 90,000 tons. 

Export figures for the first 4 months 
of the season (September through De- 
cember 1952) showed nearly a 7 per- 
cent decrease in total exports as com- 
pared with those of the like period in 
the 1951 crop season. 

Of total exports of 160,250 tons, over 
60 percent were purchased by India, 
Pakistan, and the neighboring Arab 
states. 

India retained its place as the most 
important single purchaser, taking 
41,545 tons, although the amount was 
only two-thirds of that received in the 
corresponding, period of 1951. Pur- 
chases by Egypt (6,254 tons), Jordan 
(3,326 tons), the United States (15,200 
tons), and Canada (2,357 tons), also fell 
off. Increased purchases by- Lebanon, 
Pakistan, Syria, Aden, and the United 
Kingdom helped keep the total export 
figures close to those of the preceding 
years. 

Most of the countries with which 
Iraq has recently concluded '_ trade 
agreements took a larger quantity of 
dates than in the corresponding period 
of the preceding year. Most notable 
in this respect were Lebanon, Pakistan, 
and Syria. 

Officials state that there have been 
no special problems involving shipping 
or shipping space so far this season. 





Paraguay Buys German Buses 
The purchase of 30 new German Mer- 
cedes Benz diesel powered buses by the 
Administracion Nacional de Electrici- 
dad (ANDE) has been authorized by 
the Central Bank of Paraguay. These 
buses will supplement the 20 units that 
arrived in September 1952. It is as- 
sumed that all the buses will be used 
in Asuncion in the municipal transpor- 
tation system operated by ANDE. 


(More Commodities on Page 16) 
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United States foreign-trade figures for 1952, released in mid- 
February by the Department of Commerce, reveal that both export 
and import totals for the full calendar year varied only slightly from 


the high values recorded in 1951. 


Merchandise exports amounted to $15.2 billion in 1952, exceeding 


by a narrow margin the $15 billion of 
the preceding year, whereas imports— 
walued at $10.7 billion—fell a little be- 
low the all-time peak of $11 billion in 
1951. 


Import Volume Maintained 


The very moderate decline in the 
value of imports stemmed from a 5 per- 
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Foreign trade figures cited in this 
article (including tables) have been 
prepared by the U. 8. Trade Statistics 
Section, Office of International Trade, 
from basic data tabulated by the Bu- 
reau of the Census. 
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cent drop in average prices of goods 


coming in from abroad. The flow of 


imports last year, in terms of volume, © 


was actually somewhat larger than in 
1951. Export prices, although edging 
downward during 1952, were at about 
the same average level for the whole 
year as for the preceding 12 months, 
and the annual change in the overall 
volume of exports closely paralleled 
that in their aggregate value. 


Total exports in 1952, however, ap- 
proximated the high 1951 level only by 
virtue of a very sizable expansion in 
shipments of military equipment and 
supplies by the Department of Defense 
under the Mutual Security Program. 
Such shipments rose rapidly from $266 
million in the first quarter of 1952 to 
$644 million in the fourth quarter, and 
amounted to almost $2 billion for the 
full year—nearly double the $1.1 billion 
worth of such shipments in 1951. 


Exclusive of these military goods, 
which make no claim upon the dollar 
purchasing power of foreign countries, 
the value of merchandise exported from 
the United States showed a substantial 
decrease, from $14 billion in 1951 to 
$13.2 billion last year. 


Export Surplus Shrinks 


The excess of nonmilitary exports 
over imports was thus reduced from 
$3 billion to about $2.5 billion. The 
change in this export surplus during 
the course of the past year, moreover, 
was much more pronounced than is sug- 
gested by the annual comparison. 

The steadily rising trend which had 
prevailed throughout 1951 was reversed 
early in 1952, and a shapply declining 
tendency was in evidence during most 
of the year. In the final quarter of 
1952, the nonmilitary export surplus 
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was down to an arthual rate of $1.5 bil- 
lion, as compared with a peak of $5.25 
billion in the corresponding quarter a 
year earlier. 


Most of the shift in the merchandise 
trade balance during 1952 was attribut- 
able to thé marked shrinkage of exports 
which began in the spring. The post- 
Korean boom in foreign purchases of 
U. S. merchandise had reached its peak 


about the turn of the year, when the 
prevailing rate of such expenditures was 
making serious inroads into foreign gold 
and dollar reserves. 

The widespread tightening of restric- 
tions on dollar purchases to halt this 
drain began to take effect in the second 
quarter, and was exerting a marked 
restraining influence upon U. S. exports 
by midyear. 

An appreciable easing of the pressure 
of real demand in many countries, quite 
apart from the impact of import and 
exchange controls, also was evident by 
midyear. In addition, exports were af- 
fected during the summer by seasonal 
declines in shipments of major agri- 
cultural products, as well as by the 
effects of the prolonged steel strike in 
this country upon supply availabilities. 


Third-Quarter Exports, Drop 


Shipments of nonmilitary goods 
dropped in the third quarter to an an- 
nual rate of only about $11 billion, as 
compared with close to $15 billion in 
the first quarter. In the fourth quarter, 
partly as a result of seasonal upswings, 
the annual rate recovered to roughly 
$12.5 billion—well below the level of the 
preceding year, but still far higher than 
that existing before the post-Korean 
upsurge of worldwide demand. 


Changes in imports during 1952 were 
much less pronounced than in exports, 
and reflected in part merely the usual 
seasonal variations. Following moderate 
declines in the second and third quar- 
ters, total imports expanded again in 
the fourth quarter, when their value 
was approximately the same as in the 
first quarter. 


Nonferrous Metal Imports Up 


Although the total value of imports 
in 1952 differed little from that of 1951, 
there were striking shifts in commodity 
composition. Procurement of nonferrous 
metals and ferroalloys from abroad rose 
by $600 million—an increase of more 
than 60 percent. Imports of petroleum 
products showed a moderate advance, 


U.S. Foreign Trade In 1952 Near Record > 


and percentagewise, the increase for in- 
dustrial machinery was also notable. 

On the other hand, imports of wool, 
rubber, heavy steel products, and in- 
dustrial chemicals declined substantially 
in value. The sharp declines in wool 
and rubber were a reflection of the 
tremendous drop in their prices from 
the abnormal levels which had been 
reached in the early part of 1951. Meas- 
ured in pounds, last year’s imports of 
both wool and rubber exceeded those 
of 1951. 

Although downward tendencies char- 
acterized the great majority of items 
entering U. S. export trade, most of the 
decline from 1951 to 1952 in nonmilitary 
exports was attributable to lower ship- 
ments of a few important commodities, 
such as cotton, automobiles, chemicals, 
and textile manufactures. 


The percentage decreases in tobacco 
exports and in oversea shipments of 
coal were also striking, though they 
accounted for much smaller shares of. 
the total drop in dollar value than did 
the above-mentioned items. 

Contrary to the general trend, two 
important classes of exports—machin- 
ery and primary steel—showed sizable 
increases from 1951 to 1952, as did rice, 


fruits, and vegetables among the agri- 
cultural commoditits. 


U. S. Exports, Imports, 
and Balance of Merchandise Trade 


{In millions of dollars] 
Exports 





incl. reexports : Fracvae Et 
Total Excluding General exports 
MSP ‘+ imports over imports 
Annual 
1950 .... 10,275 9,993 8,852 1,141 
1961 .... 15,032 13,967 10,967 3,000 
1952 .... 15,162 13,182 10,714 2,468 
Quarterly 
1951: 
4th .. 3,979 3.776 2,453 1,323 © 
1952: : 
ist .. 4,045 3,779 2,779 1,000 
2nd .. 3,992 3,475 2,628 847 
3rd .. 3,339 2,784 2,533 251 
4th .. 3,787 3,143 2,774 369 


1 Excluding Department of Defense ship- 
ments of grant aid re equipment and 
supplies under the Mutual Security Program. 





Danish Corp. Given Concession 
(Continued from Page 7) 


chairman and vice chairman, must be 
Danish citizens and foreign members . 
require Ministerial approval. Shares in 
the Danish part of the company’s capi- 
talization cannot be transferred to for- 
eign hands without like approval. 

The existing Government airport on 
the concession can be used by the com- 
pany against payments to be specified 
by the Ministry of Public Works. The 
company can establish and operate a 
radio station, subject to regulations cur- 
rent at any time. 
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Indonesia Needs Rice 
From United States 


Indonesian rice requirements from the 
United States in 1953 are estimated at 
100,000 tons, with distribution beginning 
in the second quarter, although this 
amount has never been reached in the 
past; totals were 77,402 tons in 1950, 


26.137 tons in 1951, and 40,000 tons in 
January-October 1952. 

Total rice production in Indonesia 
in 1952 was estimated at 6,400,000 met- 
ric tons (milled equivalent), an increase 
of over 5 percent compared with the 
6,100,000. tons produced in 1951. 

Rice imports in the first 10 months 
of 1952 totaled 675,000 tons, valued at 
$118,700,000. The leading country of 
origin was Thailand (189,002 tons); 
followed by Burma _ (156,603 tons), 
Brazil (155,137 tons), and Indochina 
(64,333 tons). New sources of imported 
rice in 1952 included Portugal, Brazil, 
Argentina, British Malaya, and Mexico. 
With 1952 monthly imports averaging 
67,000 tons, imports in the calendar 
year 1952 were estimated at 750,000 to 
800,000 tons. 

Imports of rice in 1951 amounted 
to 457,771 tons. Burma was the leading 
source, furnishing 203,821 tons; Thai- 
land ranked second, supplying 123,746 
tons. - 


Official estimates of 1952 import 
needs, earlier given at 600,000 tons, are 
again projected for 1953. If the 1953 
harvest is as favorable as anticipated, 
however, imports in excess of 400,000 
tons may not be needed. 





Brazilian Rubber Production 
In 1952 Highest Since 1919 


Production of natural rubber in Brazii 
was estimated at 2,370 long tons in De- 
cember making the 1952 total 33,249 
tons, about 27 percent greater than the 
1951 total of 26,245 tons. This is stated 
to have been the best year since 1919. 


These figures represent gross weight 
with no allowance for moisture. If an 
allowance of 20 percent were made for 
moisture, dry weight of the 1952 crop 
would have been 26,600 tons, and of 
the 1951 crop, 20,996 tons. 


The large increase in output in 1952 


is said to be due to higher prices paid 


for rubber, better financial aid extended 
to producers by the Amazon Credit 
Bank, and increased production propa. 
ganda. 

Production of washed and dried rub- 
ber by plants under contract with the 
Amazon Credit Bank totaled 25,994 tons 
in 1952, as against 24,317 tons in 1951. 

Imports of natural rubber into Brazil 
amounted to 10,578 tons in 1952, more 
than double the 1951 figure of 5,120 tons. 

Stocks of domestically-produced nat- 
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Pakistan Cotton Price 
Below U. S. Range 


The Government of Pakistan 
Cotton Board has announced new 
minimum cotton export prices 
which are equal to or above cur- 
rent market rates at Karachi. 

Minimum prices for roller 
ginned cotton are as follows: 
289F, 61 rupees g(1 rupee=US- 
$0.30225); sind NT, 58 rupees; 
LSS, 58 rupees; 4F, 56 rupees. For 
saw ginned cotton the premium 
above roller ginned cotton is 3 
rupees per maund (82.28 pounds). 

These rates, plus the export 
duty of 90 rupees per maund, 
which continues~in force, make 
Pakistan cotton competitive with 
equivalent U. S. grades. 











Western Germany Increases 
Office Machinery Exports 


Exports of office machinery from 
Western Germany in 1952 amounted to 
70,000,000 deutschemarks (about $16,- 
700,000), exceeding the 1938 exports 
in this category by 25 percent. In 4 
years Western Germany has become the 
third largest exporter of office machin- 
ery in the world, following the United 
States and the United Kingdom. Con- 
sidering typewriters alone, Western 
Germany is in second place. The area 
produced 320,000 typewriters in 1952. 


The Office Machinery Trade Associa- 
tion, however, is not optimistic as to the 
future. It feels that the total 1952 
sales, amounting to about 320,000,000 


deutschemarks (including both domes- 
tic and foreign sales), probably will not 
be surpassed. This feeling is attributed 
in part to the fact that the German Gov- 
ernment has relaxed import restrictions 
on this category of goods. 

Trade statistics show that Germany’s 
imports of office machinery rose from 
$4,600,000 in the first 11 months of 1951 
to $8,375,000 in the same period of 1952. 
Principal supplying countries are the 
United States, particularly for book- 
keeping machines and calculators, and 
Sweden and Italy for adding machines. 
Sweden is expected to increase in im- 
portance as an exporter of typewriters. 





ural rubber held by the Amazon Credit 
Bank at the end of 1952 totaled 10,019 
tons, of which 5,714 tons were in ship- 
ping centers, and 4,305 tons in consum- 
ing centers. The end-1951 total of 8,164 
tons included 4,526 tons in shipping 
centers, and 3,638 tons in consuming 
centers. In addition, the bank held 6,112 
tons of nape natural rubber at the 
end of 1952, as against 1,378 tons a year 
earlier, 


Chilean Exports of 
Lumber Increased 


Chilean exports of lumber in the first 
half of 1952 totaled 26,759,000 board 
feet. If shipment continued at the same 
rate during the latter part of 1952, total 
lumber exports through the year are 
estimated to have been slightly in ex- 
cess of exports in 1951, which amounted 
to 52,113,000 board feet. 

Argentina and Great Britain were the 
principal markets, receiving 19,845,900 
board feet and 3,575,000 board feet, re- 
spectively, in the first half of 1952, and 
36,086,600 board feet and 11,612,600 
board feet, respectively, in 1951. 

Chilean statistics show no lumber ex- 
ported to the United States in the first 


half of 1952 and a total of only 25,800 
board feet shipped in 1951. 


Lumber Production Lower 


Lumber production during the agri- 
cultural season (May to April) of 1951- 
52 amounted to 227,189,250 board feet, a 
13.3 percent decrease from~the 1950-51 
production of 262,104,040 board feet. 
Output in 1951-52, however, was about 
on a par with the production rates of 
the 1948-49 and 1949-50 seasons, which 
amounted to 227 million and 222 million 
board feet, respectively. 


The increased production in 1950-51 
was attributed to the fact that there 
was much less rainfall during the tree 
felling period, making it possible to sup- 
ply mills with a greater number of logs. 

Production for the agricultural season 
1951-52 by principal species in order of 
importance compared with 1950-51 and 
1949-50 production for the same species, 
in thousands of board feet, was as fol- 
lows: 


Species 








1951-52 1950-51 1949-50 
TE ee eee 36,862 51,650 40,611 
Coigue ... 30,204 29,590 28,832 
Rauii ........ . 30,987 46,348 40,693 
Tepa ........ bs 27,555 15,675 8,350 
Oliville _.......... sienna 19,239 13,095 10,006 
eee, Os 
Laurel o......scceeesccseoseseoserene 16,624 22,594 18,691 
Pinus araucaria ............ 13,877 17,024 17,517 
Pinus insignis ............. 11,560 24,913 21,274 
Other species ................ 16,969 24,813 23,885 

Total 227,189 262,104 222.064 





Cuban Sugar Prices Vary 


The average price for raw sugar f.o.b. 
Cuban ports as of January 2, 1953, was 
5.15 cents for U. S. quota sugar and 
3.62 cents for world quota sugar. These 
prices compared with 4.97 cents and 
4.75 cents, respectively, on January 2, 
1952, indicate an 18 point increase for 
U. S. quota sugars and a 113 point drop 
for world quota sugars. 

At the close of business January 8, 
1953, the average for U. S. quota sugar 
had advanced 7 points to 5.22 cents 
from the January 2 level, while the 
world quota had dropped 2.4 points to 
3.596 cents per pound f.o.b. Cuba. 
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Tunisian Olive Oil Output High in 1952-53 


Tunisia should produce between 45,000 
and 50,000 metric tons of edible olive oil 
during the current 1952-53 campaign, ac- 
cording to the latest official estimates. 
Production of olive foots oil should yield 
an additional 5,600 tons. 


On the basis of 47,000 tons, the edible 
olive oil yield for 1952-53 rates 117 per- 
cent of the 1943-52 average, 106 percent 
of the 1930-39 average, and about 45 
percent of the 1949-50 peak production. 

Exports of edible Olive oil in the first 
9 months of the 1951-52 crop year total- 
ed 11,496 tons and olive foots oil ex- 
ports in the same period amounted to 
2,149 tons. 

The leading purchasers of edible oil 
were France, taking 6,885 tons, and 
the United States receiving 3,403 tons. 
Of the olive foots oil France took 1,386 


tons, Algeria 328 tons, and Italy 361 
tons. 


Stocks of edible olive oil in Tunisia on 
November 1, 1952, were estimated by 
trade sources at 5,000 tons. If the yield 
for the current season totals 47,000 tons, 
domestic consumption needs will be cov- 
ered to November 1, 1953, and a surplus 


of 22,000 tons will be available for ex- 
port up to that date. In the event pro- 
duction were to fall short of present ex- 
pectations, domestic consumption needs 
would still be adequately assured. 

With an average yield of olive oil the 
manufacturing season would be rela- 
tively short and should have ended by 
mid-February at the latest. 

Of the estimated output of 5,600 tons 
of olive foots oil, about 3,000 tons will 
be refined, and the remaining 2,000 tons 
used for soap making. 

Tunisian production of soap this sea- 
son should aggregate 4,000 to 4,500 tons 
for consumption needs, which average 
6,000 tons annually. Other soap require- 
ments will be imported, almost entirely 
from France. 

The growing competition of detergents 
and other substitutes for soap in France 
and to a smaller extent in Tunisia are 
making it increasingly difficult for soap 
manufacturers to market their products. 
One local consequence of this situation 
is an increased tendency to refine olive 
foots oil, rather than use it for soap 
making, and to use the refined product 
for blending with virgin oil. 





Exports of Essential Oils 
From Haiti Increasing 


Haitian exports of essential oils as a 
group during the fiscal year ended Sep- 
tember 30, 1952, increased both in quan- 
tity and value. Exports in 1951-52 
amounted to 117,354 kilograms (1 kilo- 
gram= 2.2046 pounds), valued at 5,828,- 
413 gourdes (5 gourdes=US$1), com- 
pared with 88,095 kilograms, valued at 
4,927,199 gourdes during the preceding 
fiscal year. 


Lime oil was the only oil on which 
the price remained fairly steady during 
the last fiscal year. The drastic decline 
in the price of lemongrass oil from 
more than $2 per pound to less than $1 
caused the production of this oil to 
be severely curtailed in the third quar- 
ter of 1952. The producers claimed that 
the market price was less than their 
cost of production. No consular invoices 
for shipment of lemongrass oil to the 
United States were certified during Oc- 
tober to December 1952. 


The production of essential oils in 


- Haiti is almost entirely for export; a 


negligible quantity is known to be con- 
sumed locally. 


Exports from Haiti in the past 3 fiscal 
years, in kilograms, were as follows: 





oa 1948-50 1950-51 1951-52 
AMNYTIB  ceeccccccccccsessesese-. 84,986 12,322 10,208 
Citranella .... 328 re ie ae 
Lemongrass .. . 16,780 43,440 63,776 
Lime ....... spteniiin: Me 8,346 12,670 
NI IS - 199 10 81 
Ras 4 5,872 3,252 3,401 
Sweet basil ...........0.0 22 42 pide 
Vetiver .... coveeseeee 17,546 20,683 20,387 
EW, WnGiicccnstecnanighcter ti" giana.” * Saifilation 6,831 
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Madagascar's Clover Yield 
In 1953 Forecast at Peak 


Clove production in Madagascar in 
1953 is estimated to reach a peak of 
5,000 to 7,000 metric tons. 


In the 3-year production cycle of the 
clove tree, 1952 was a meager year. To 
make matters worse heavy rains at the 
height of the flowering seasons caused 
damage to plants which were only 
sparsely covered with blooms. Produc- 
tion was estimated at 250 tons, com- 
pared with 1,121 tons in 1951. 


Exports of cloves from Madagascar 
in the period January 1 to October 20, 
1952, amounted to 6,526 tons, against 
7,012 tons in the corresponding period 
of 1951. 


In the 1952 period, Malaya was the 
principal customer; taking 1,790 tons, 
the United States ranked second, receiv- 
ing 305 tons, and France was third 
taking 293, tons. The remainder went to 
Belgium-Luxembourg, Indochina, Neth- 
erlands, Indonesia, Sweden, and the 
Sudan. 


Exports of clove oil in the same peri- 
od of 1952 totaled 551 tons. France 
took 362 tons and the United States 
164 tons. The rest went to the Nether- 
lands, Sweden, and Australia. 


Exports of clove oil in the January- 
October period of 1951 totaled 468 tons. 
Of that amount France took 249 tons, 
the United States 113 tons, and the 
remainder went to the Netherlands, 
Great Britain, Sweden, Australia, and 
Germany, 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 


Spanish Nut Output 
At Normal Level 


Spain produced a normal crop of al- 
monds in 1952. Trade sources estimated 
the output of shelled almonds at 24,800 
metric tons, as compared with 25,900 
tons in 1951. 

The 1952 filbert crop, one of the small- 
est ever reported, was estimated at only 
8,900 tons, unshelled, against 11,450 
tons in 1951. 

Late in November 1952 the almond 
and filbert commission increased the of- 
ficial export price for these nuts. Al- 
though the marketing of almonds and 
filberts for sale domestically is free 
from government control, the bulk of 
the nut crops is sold on the export 
market and is thereby subject to con- 
tinued price and other controls from 
the producer to the exporter. 

Stocks of filberts totaled snly 3,200 
tons at the end of the 1951-52 crop year, 
compared with 8,650 tons at the end of 
the 1950-51 crop year. 

Stocks of almonds totaled, 2,500 tons, 
compared with 1,100 tons at the end of 
the 1950-51 crop year. 

Sales abroad progressed well during 
the fall of 1952, and about one-third of 
both the almond and filbert crops was 
moved into export channels. Trade in 


‘filberts was reported to be reasonably 


satisfactory, most shipments going to 
France or Switzerland. Sales of almonds, 
were being made to many countries, 
including France, Belgium, the United 
Kingdom, Switzerland, Sweden, Norway, 
the Netherlands, Germany, and the 
United States. 

Domestic sales of both almonds and 
filberts were also reported to be good, 
and it was estimated that 5,000 tons 
might be used in Spain. 


New Plant in U. K. Making 
Photographic Film Base 


Ilford Ltd., in conjunction with B.X. 
Plastics, Ltd. has constructed a new 
factory in the United Kingdom that 
manufactures photographic film base, 
the British press reports. The new proj- 
ect, which cost £1,250,000, is already in 
full production. The additional produc- 
tion capacity will save almost $2,000,000 
annually in imports from the United 
States, the previous source of most of 
the film base used in the United King- 
dom. 

Expansion of the United Kingdom's 
production of X-ray film is also ex- 
pected, the demand for which has in- 
creased considerably since the extension 
of the British National Health Service. 

Ilford Ltd. is reported to be Europe’s 
largest maker of X-ray film and already 
supplies 60 percent of the amount used 
in the United Kingdom. A large pro- 
portion of the firm’s output is exported, 
especially to Commonwealth countries. 
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NEWS BY COMMODITIES 





AUTOMOTIVE PRODUCTS 


Dominican Republic Buys Cars 


The United States continues to be 
the leading source of supply of motor 
vehicles imported into the Dominican 


Republic. The United Kingdom is be- 
coming a strong contender, however, in 
the passenger-car market. The small 
model British passenger cars are be- 
coming increasingly popular, because of 
their gasoline economy and ease of 
handling in the increasingly congested, 
generally narrow streets of the busi- 
ness section of Trujillo. 


Despite this trend, the outlook for 
the sale of U. S. motor—vettfties in the 
Dominican Republic is good for the com- 
ing year if the highly favorable dollar 
balance of payments situation continues 
as heretofore. 


U. K. Allows Sale of Used Cars 


The last British car was freed on Jan- 
uary 20, 1953, from the covenant 
scheme, which banned resale for 12 
months after purchase. This restric- 
tion, already withdrawn from many 
models, applied only to the Austin A.30, 
Morris Minor, Ford Anglia and Prefect, 
and Vauxhall Wyvern and Velox, and 
these cars are now freed by their manu- 
facturers. 


The only cars now remaining under 
covenant are the two French Renault 
models, and it is anticipated they will 
be released soon. 


The six models freed represent a 
large proportion of total output. No re- 
striction remains on reselling any car, 
except export models delivered in Brjt- 
ain without purchase tax having been 
paid. 

Car manufacturers have been able to 
place more vehicles on the home mar- 
ket, with the result that the supply of 
all the more expensive models has for 
some time been adequate to meet cur- 
rent demand. It is believed that makers 
do not now expect a continuance of a 
home demand, even for small cars, 
which would insure a profit on resale. 





Italian Car Output Lower 


The Italian automobile industry pro- 
duced 138,412 motor vehicles is 1952 
compared with 145,553 in 1951. The de- 
crease was in passenger cars and light 
delivery trucks. Production by types was 
as follows in 1952, with figures for 1951 
in parentheses: P. ger cars 113,619 
(119,267); light defivery trucks 11,217 
(13,289); other trucks 12,042 (11,547); 
and buses 1,534 (1,450), ? 


Switzerland Decreases Imports 


Switzerland imported 32,150 motor 
vehicles in 1952 compared with 34,513 
in 1951. The principal countries of sup- 
ply in 1952, with figures for 1951 in 
parentheses, were as follows: Germany 
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13,900 (13,431); United Kingdom 5,673 
(5,156); United States 5,024 (7,109); 
France 4,209 (4,828); Italy 2,805 
(3,365); and Canada 427 (154). 


CHEMICALS 
India To Use More Fertilizer 


India is taking steps to increase con- 
sumption of ammonium sulfate in 1953. 
Fertilizers will be distributed to farm- 
ers on a deferred payment basis and 
may be paid for in grain at fixed prices. 
Credit will be extended to growers of 
food grains but not for commercial 
crops such as tea and sugarcane, nor for 
use on unirrigated land in areas of un- 
certain rainfall. 


More than 100,000 tons of ammonium 
sulfate were purchased for import under 
the Technical Cooperation Administra- 
tion program in 1952 and a slightly 
smaller amount will be bought in 1953. 


Supplies of superphosphate in 1953 
are expected to be about 50 percent 
more than the 300,000 to 400,000 tons 
previously used. The new Sindri factory 
produced 187,515 long tons in the first 
14 months of operation and averaged 
803 tons daily in December 1952, which 
is more than 80 percent of rated capac- 
ity. Stocks are 50,000 to 60,000 tons. 
The two small factories at Alwaye and 
Mysore usually produce 30,000 tons 
annually. 





Japan's Chemical Output Varies 


A large portion of the basic industrial 
chemicals produced in Japan, especially 
sulfuric acid, calcium carbide, and am- 
monia, are used in fertilizer manufac- 
ture and followed the same fluctuations 
as that industry in 1952. 


The dye industry is more closely re- 
lated to domestic textile production, 
following the loss of the former large 
export market in China. Output was 
lower in 1952 than in 1951, far below 
prewar production, and stockpiles were 
consumed. However, seasonal demand 
from textile manufacturers increased 
in September 1952. 


Plastics maintained high production 
levels, but some inventories accumu- 
lated. Overproduction is considered pos- 
sible in certain lines, but the long-term 
prespects are believed favorable. 


The paint and pigment industry ex- 
pects to remain stabilized unless trade 
with the China mainland is opened, 


Iranian Salt Mines Worked 


Salt mines on Hormoz Island, Iran, 
are controlled by the Hormoz and 
Quishm Mining Corp., an agency of the 
Plan Organization. Although the mining 
of red iron oxide is the company’s prin- 
cipal activity, the salt deposits on the 
island are worked from time to time. 
Negotiations have been conducted with 
prospective foreign buyers, but no defi- 
nite contracts have been made, 


FOODSTUFFS 





Burma's Peanut Yield Higher 


The Government of Burma announced 
on January 10, 1953, that peanut pro- 
duction for 1952-53 is estimated at 
180,000 long tons, compared with 176,500 
tons in the preceding year. 

The planted area is estimated at 
747,000 acres and harvested area at 
723,000 acres, compared with 711,000 
and 699,000 acres, respectively, for 
1951-52. The harvested area is about 92 
percent of the annual average during 
1936-40. 


India Tests U. S. Seed Corn 


Numerous varieties of U. S. corn hy- 
brids were grown during the crop year 
1951-52 on test plets at each of 14 loca- 
tions representing most of the principal 
agricultural and climatic areas of India. 
At least 25, and in some instances more 
than 50 varieties, were tested at each 
location. In every instance some varie- 
ties among the U. S. hybrids outyielded 
all local varieties tested. 


South Africa Processes Lobsters 


The South African fishing industry 
has developed an important commodity 
in canned: and frozen rock lobster. 
About 28,000,000 pounds of rock lobster 
are caught each year off the west coast. 
The Government has imposed a ceiling 
of 7,500,000 pounds on the annual ex- 
portation of canned and frozen rock 
lobster tails. 


The Union consumes annually about 
2,000,000 pounds of rock lobster, of 
which about 600,000 pounds are sold in 
the form of frozen lobster tails. The 
catch and preparation of frozen lobster 
has developed into an important dollar- 
earning industry, most of the product 
being exported to the United States 
and Canada. 

The canned lobster is exported main- 
ly to the United Kingdom, Australia, 
and the Far East. 


Madagascar Pepper Yield Down 


Black pepper production in Madagas- 
ear in 1952 was 360 to 400 metric tons, 
as compared with 420 tons in 1951. 

The falling off of pepper production 
in Indochina increased French reliance 
on Madagascar pepper and the prices 
paid by exporters rose to as much as 
1,000 CFA francs per kilogram of 2.2046 
pounds in 1952. 

Exports of pepper from Madagascar 
January 1-October 20, 1952, totaled 277 
tons, of which 272 tons went to France 
and the remainder to Reunion and 
Comores. 

Exports of pepper in the correspond- 
ing period of 1951 amounted to 261 tons, 
of which 252 tons went to France and 
the rest to French West Africa, Re- 
union, Cameroons, and French East 
Africa, 
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New York, Habana Get 
New Cargo Service 


Scheduled cargo sailings be- 
tween New. York and Habana, 
beginning March 1, have been 
announced by the Beviara Steam- 
ship Co., a newly formed Cuban 
firm. The New York agency of the 
firm will be known as the Beviara 
Shipping Agency, Ltd. 

The service, aecording to the 
announcement, will employ four 
vessels of European registry, the 
Admiral Fraser (British), Besseg- 
gen and the Fana (Norwegian), 
and the Heindrick Fisser (Ger- 
man). The service expects to 
transport general cargo. south- 
bound, and predominantly sugar 
northbound. 











New Airport at Turin 
Nearing Completion 


The new municipal airport being con- 
structed at Caselle Torinese, 15 kilome- 
ters from Turin, will be ready for inau- 
guration in the latter part of April. 


The principal runway is completed to 
a length of 1,800 meters and will be 
extended to 2,150 meters within the 


next few months. Situated in the direc- 
tion of the prevailing’ north-south 


_winds, it has a bituminous surface 60 


meters wide and is cleared to a width 
of 300 meters. It is already being used 
by jet-propelled as well as propeller- 
driven aircraft. A secondary runway is 
planned for future construction. 


The principal part of the terminal 
building, containing the control tower, 
has been completed and, together with 
a nearby temporary building, provides 
sufficient space for at least provisional 
offices, waiting rooms, and customs 
services until the. wings of the building 
are finished. 


Shops and a hangar constructed by 
FIAT and now being used by that com- 
pany will eventually be turned over to 
the airport administration. At the pres- 
ent time FIAT is using the field for 
experiments with its jet aircraft. 

Although completion of the adminis- 
tration building and of the second run- 
way may require as long as 2 more 
years, it is believed that the field will 
soon be ready for use on a limited scale. 





TRANS-CANADA AIR LINES has 
ordered three Bristol Freighters to be 
used as cargo carriers until such time 
as its North Stars can be retired from 
passenger service and utilized in .the 
cargo field. 
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Oil Tanker Launched 
* 
By Irish Company 

The 18,000-ton deadweight tanker, 
S. S. Harpa, built for the Anglo-Saxon 
Petroleum Co., Ltd., has been launched 
by Harland & Wolff, Ltd., of Belfast, 
Ireland. 

It is the latest of a series of tankers 
which the shipbuilding firm has built 
for these owners and is one of their new 
Shell standard general-purpose tankers. 

The vessel, built under Survey of 
Lloyd’s Register to class 100A1 Carry- 
ing Petroleum in Bulk, is of usual tank- 
er design. The hull, having a raked 
stem and cruiser stern, is constructed 


on the combined transverse and longitu- 
dinal system of framing and is divided 
by bulkheads into 33 cargo oil-carrying 


compartments. 


The ship has a main cargo pump room 
and a forehold pump room, a gastight 
cargo hold forward, and under this 
space a deep tank for oil fuel. Wing 
bunkers forward of the motor room and 
the double bottom under the motor 


room are also arranged for the carriage - 


of oil fuel. The peak tanks are ar- 
ranged for Water ballast. 





Austria To Modernize 
Its Telephone System 


Austria has arranged for a loan from 
a consortium. of Swiss banks for 36,000,- 
000 Swiss francs. (about US$8,280,000) 
for modernization of the country’s tele- 
phone network, the Swiss financial press 
reports. 

The credit would be amortized in 5 
years from July 1, 1954, and the sole 
question remaining for decision is 
whether the proceeds of the loan shall 
be paid in free exchange or through the 


EPU (European Payments Union) 
account. 


The consortium is understood to in- 


clude four banks and is headed by the 
Union de Banques Suisses. 


Rate Increase Asked by 
Peruvian Phone Company 


The Peruvian Government created an 
official commission in January to study 
the application submitted by the Lima 
telephone company for an increase in 
rates. 





The company claims that owing to” 


higher costs of materials, present rates 
are insufficient to attract the capital 
necessary to finance urgently required 
improvements and expansion. The last 
increase in rates was granted by the 
Government in 1950. The company has 
applied to the Export-Import Bank for 
a loan of $5,500,000, it was announced. 


Chilean Airline To 
Buy New Aircraft 


The Chilean airline Linea Aerea 
Nacional (LAN) plans to acquire new 
aircraft, its executive vice president has 
stated. Of top importance is the pur- 
chase of helicopters worth $135,000 
each, with which a taxi service will be 
established between Plaza Bulnes in 
Santiago and_ Plaza de la Intendencia 
in Valparaiso. 

The helicopters will carry 10 passen- 
gers, and it is planned to charge 500 
pesos for a one-way ticket. 

A secondary use for the helicopters 
would be for service in event of forest 
fires, maritime disasters, and persons 
lost in the Andes Mountains. 


The possibility of purchasing abroad 
three four-motor planes has been dis- 
cussed with the President of Chile. 
These would be placed in a run as far 
as Arica in northern Chile and to Lima 
and, if permission were obtained, even 
to the United States. The planes would 
also be in service to Buenos Aires, Mon- 
tevideo, and Punta Arenas. Although 
the President has approved the project 
in principle, it would require spending 
$5,000,000 and will therefore be dis- 
cussed further before the purchases are 
made. 


The possibility of the airline’s acquir- 
ing jet planes was also discussed, but 
it was decided that although this would 
be advisable as a long-range project 
nothing would be done at present. 


Swissair To Offer Tourist 
Fares on European Routes 


Swissair has announced that, in part 
because of decisions taken by IATA 
at Geneva, effective April 1, “tourist” 
rates will apply over most of its Euro- 
pean’ routes. 

Tourist fares compare with first-class 
fares as follows: day flights: Geneva- 
Copenhagen, tourist, 537 frances; first- 
class, 661 frames; Geneva-Barcelona, 
333 franes; 447 frances; Geneva-London, 
326 francs; 409 francs. 


Night flights will charge 10 to 15 


percent less than day flights, according 
to Swissair. 








Air France Begins Regular 
Paris-Caracas Service 


Air France began a regular passenger 
service between Europe and northern 
South America on January 25. 

The route, Paris via Lisbon to Cara- 
cas and on to Bogota, will be flown 
fortnightly for the present. The air 
line hopes, depending on traffic, to make 
weekly flights beginning in May, hbe- 
tween Paris and Caracas. 
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U. Marine 

S. IVEARINE NEWS 

The tugboat Nancy Moran, of New 
York, a 1,200-horsepower, diesel-powered 
craft, has been equipped with a con- 
trollable, variable-pitch propeller and 
has gone through first commercial tests 
of the device. With the controllable 
pitch propeller, a governor automati- 
cally adjusts the angle of the blades 


to achieve maximum efficiency for any 
given weight or speed. 





Metallic-ore imports through the Port 
of Baltimore, Md., in 1952 exceeded the 
preceding year’s record by nearly a mil- 
lion tons, according to preliminary 
statistics compiled by the Maritime Ex- 
change of the Baltimore Chamber of 
Commerce. 





A supertanker, capable of hauling 
enough gasoline to operate 13,500 auto- 
mobiles for a year, is scheduled to join 
the Sun Oil Co. fleet. This is the 30,000- 
ton, 615-foot Delaware Sun, first of 
four such ships ordered from the Sun 
Shipbuilding and Dry Dock Co. by Sun 
Oil. The new tanker is capable of haul- 
ing 215,000 barrels of crude oil or 
9,000,000 gallons of gasoline at 16% 
knots. 





Shipmasters will be required to supply 
a record of the movements and ports 
of call of their vessels for a full 3 
months prior to entering the waters ‘of 
the Canal Zone, under the new regula- 
tions issued by the Canal Zone Gov- 
ernor. 





The 8.S. Pass Christian Victory, one 
of the two vessels in existence especially 
built for the transportation of livestock, 
was chartered to the Isbrandtsen Co., 
Inc., by the National Shipping Authority 
of the U. S. Maritime Administration to 
assure delivery of a cargo of horses and 
mules to Israel in time for the plahting 
season. 





The Latin American shipping combine 
Flota Mercante Grancolombiana has re- 
vealed that plans are under way to ex- 
tend the company’s services to Central 
America and South America as 20 ships 
under construction are delivered this 
year. 

The firm also announced that it had 
just signed a new 5-year lease for con- 
tinued use of the piers it now occupies 
on the New York waterfront. 





The fourth of five Mariner class 
freighters building at the Bethlehem 
Steel Company’s Quincy, Mass., yards 
was launched on February 5. She is 
the Nutmeg Mariner named in honor of 
the State of Connecticut. 





Reappointment of the Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha Line as general passenger agent 


Cut in Cargo Rates for 
TCA Postponed 


The reduction in cargo rates 
for Trans-Canada Air Lines, ear- 
lier reported as effective on Feb- 
ruary 15, has been postponed by 
the Canadian Air Transport 
Board, according to later infor- 
mation. 

The lower rates are held up 
pending completion of the hearing 
on Canadian Pacific Airlines’ re- 
quest for an all-cargo route be- 
tween Montreal and Toronto via 
intermediate points. 











Indonesian Transport 
Regulations Opposed 


Indonesian busline and truckline op- 
erators have protested against the new 
Ministry of 
tions, announced in the summer of 1952 
and scheduled to go into effect after 
July, 1953. 

The Bus Enterprisers Association of 


Indonesia sent a resolution to the Min- 
ister of Communications about the first 
of October stating, in efféct, that the 
regulations discriminate against opera- 
tors of foreign races or nationality. 


The new regulations limit the maxi- 
mum run of any bus or truck line which 
operates along the same route as a rail 
line to 120 kilometers in Java and 180 
kilometers in Sumatra. 


These regulations prevent any com- 
pany from operating over longer dis- 
tances through subsidiaries by limiting 
the number of vehicles any one company 
may operate. They also restrict the is- 
suance of operating licenses to Indo- 
nesian nationals and to companies 
owned by Indonesian nationals (defined 
as companies of which 75 percent or 
more 6f the stock is owned by Indo- 
nesians). 


The stated purpose of these regula- 
tions is to lessen competition with the 
State-run railways, which are operating 
at a constant deficit, and to encour- 
age economically-weak or economically- 
strong groups, which in practice means 
favoring indigenous Indonesians over 
persons of foreign race or nationality. 





THE SULFUR deposit recently dis- 
covered near Minitatlan, Mexico, is re- 
ported to be extensive. 





for the Cunard Line has been an- 
nounced, | 

Since the war Cunard has been rep- 
resented in Japan by Mackinnon, Mac- 
kenzie & Co. of Yakohama, and Dodwell 
& Co. of Tokyo. Both firms will con- 
tinue as subagents, 


Communications regula- 


Iraq's Road-Building 
Project Advancing 


More than 20,000,000 dinars is ex- 
pected to be spent on Iraq’s roads and 
bridges under the Development Board’s 
5-year program. 

Road and street construction is an 
important element in Iraq’s develop- 
ment program. The generally flat topog- 
raphy of the country makes possible 
an abundance of serviceable roads and 
tracks which are éssential for the mar- 
keting of agriculture produce. Main 
trunk roads in Iraq are estimated to 
total 6,500 kilometers, of which about 
one-third are paved. 


Since the beginning of this road pro- 
gram. in April 1951, construction work 
has gone forward on 12 new roads 
totaling nearly 300 kilometers, includ- 
ing construction of culverts, bridges, 
and embankments. Some of these roads 
are to afford access to the mountainous 
regions where new dams are planned. 

Among the major projects on which 
work has begun, priority is accorded 
to the construction of all-weather roads 
to connect Baghdad with Basra to the 
south and Mosul to the north. Baghdad 
is benefiting from a well-advanced con- 
struction program designed to provide 
modern thoroughfares and, eventually, 
paved side streets. 

The road program is important in 
view of the 10,000 passenger automo- 
biles and nearly that number of com- 
mercial vehicles operating in the 
country. 


TACA International Airlines 
Resumes Service to Panama 


TCA International Airlines resumed 
its service to Panama on February 2. 

The inaugural flight left New Orleans 
International Airport on that date and 
stopped in Guatemala, San Salvador, 
Tegucigalpa, and Managua, en route to 
Tocumen National Airport in Panama. 

With the reopening of the Panama 
link, TACA, now in its 22d year of 
service to Central America, has ex- 
panded its system to nearly 4,000 route- 
miles, all in the Western Hemisphere. 








Iraq and Kuwait Operate 
New Telegraph Service 


Direct wireless telegraph service has 
been in operation between Iraq and 
Kuwait since January 10, states the Di- 
rector General of Posts and Telegraphs 
in Iraq. 

Prior to that date all telegrams dis- 
patched from Iraq to Kuwait were 
transmitted through the Marconi cir- 
cuit, thus being first sent to London and 
then relayed to Kuwait. 
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German Ads on Foreign 
Radio Promoted 


A company known as the Ger- 
man Foreign Radio Advertising 
Corporation ELATON was founded 
recently in Stuttgart for the pur- 
pose of promoting German adver- 
tising through foreign radio sta- 
tions. 

The corporation has exclusive 
contracts with a number of for- 
eign stations. 

Advertisements will be in the 
logal language and adapted to lo- 
cal tastes and customs. 











Canada Approves Air 
Spraying Contract 


A contract has been negotiated, and 
approved by the Air Transport Board 
(ATB) with Wheeler Airlines of St. 
Jovite, Quebec, for aerial spraying of 
New Brunswick forests. 

As prime contractor, this carrier has 
made arrangements with Central Air- 
craft, Yakima, Wash., to provide 55 air- 
craft and management personnel to 
direct the operation. The remaining 20 
aircraft required are to be supplied by 
five Canadian companies from various 
sections of the country, also participat- 
ing as subcontractors. : 

Forest Protection, Ltd., the nonprofit 
organization representing New Bruns- 
wick lumber interests, has withdrawn 
its application for ATB approval of a 
contract with Central Aircraft for 
aerial spraying of New Brunswick 
forests this summer. Canadian carriers 
had protested the contract as being 
contrary to Canadian law. 





New Bolivia-Argentina Air 
Services Inaugurated 


Aerolineas Argentinas inaugurated a 
new air service to Santa Cruz de la 
Sierra, Bolivia, on January 27, and 
Lloyd Aereo Boliviano began a com- 
plementary service from La Paz, to 
Salta, Argentina, on January 31. Both 
services were initiated in accordance 
with a reciprocal agreement between the 
two countries. 

Aerolineas operates every Tuesday 
from Buenos Aires to Santa Cruz de la 
Sierra, where connections are made 
with LAP’s flight between that point 
and Santa Cruz. The return trip on 
each service is made on the following 
day. 

Aerolineas’ regular flight from Buenos 
Aires via Cordoba to Salta every Satur- 
day will connect with LAB’s new serv- 
ice from La Paz to Salta. Both services 
offer a round trip on the same day. 


March 2,. 1953 


Pakistan Extends Radio 
Phone Service to Ships 


Radio-telephone service now is avail- 
able from Pakistan to passengers on 
board the American ships, the Constitu- 
tion, the Independence, and the United 
States, plying the trans-Atlantic route, 
the Posts and Telegraph Department 
of the Pakistan Government has 
announced. ° 


Charges for the first 3 minutes’ con- 
versation are 60 rupees, for each addi- 
tional minute or part thereof 20 rupees, 
and for report charges 4 rupees. 


Other ships plying the trans-Atlantic 
route on which this facility is available 
at the same rates are: The America, 
Amsterdam, Caronia, Mauretania, Oslof- 
jord, Queen Elizabeth, and Queen Mary. 


Radio Station Being 
Constructed in Belem 


The Radio Marajoara, Ltda. in 
Belem, Brazil, has announced that it 
expects to inaugurate its radio broad- 
casting station in this city during 1953. 
This company is a new member of the 
Diarios e Radio Associados (Dailies and 
Radio Associates), the largest chain of 
newspapers and radio broadcasting sta- 
tions in Brazil. 

All the buildings have been complet- 
ed, and the 90-meter station tower is 
under construction. 


Because of the present lack of chan- 
nels available, the new radio broadcast- 
ing station is expected to start opera- 
tions only on medium wave at the 
frequency of 1,130 kilocycles. This fre- 
quency, as well as the station call let- 
ters, is awajting final approval by the 
Radio-Technical Commission of the 
Ministry of Transportation and Public 
Works in Rio de Janeiro. 








Panamanian Railway To Be 
Modernized and Expanded 


The Panamanian Government has 
initiated negotiations with the Chiriqui 
Land Co. for a loan of 250,000 balboas 
to modernize the equipment and to ex- 
pand the services of the Government- 
owned Chiriqui National Railway, ac- 
cording to the Panamanian press. 





Seychelles Opens New 
Radio-Telephone Service 


Cable & Wireless, Ltd., Seychelles, 
has opened an emergency two-way ra- 
dio-telephone service between the Sey- 
chelles and East Africa. 


This service will be restricted to of- 
ficial use only and contact will be es- 
tablished with the mainland at certain 
hours of the day. 


TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS 


New Radio Station 
Operating in Wales 


' Rediffusion, Ltd., specializing in the 
transmission of radio programs by pri- 
vate wire to subscribers’ homes, has 
begun operating a new receiving station 


.at Swanbridge, Wales, about 8 miles 
from Cardiff. 


Programs received at the new station 
“will be transmitted direct to subscribers 


throughout South Wales and the west- 
ern counties of England. Foreign broad- 
casts thus received and made available 
to subscribers will be in addition to the 
three domestic programs received by 
wire from the London studios of the 
British Broadcasting Co. In this way 
subscribers, numbering about 100,000 in 
the area served by the new transmitter, 
will be able to listen to any of four 
available programs, 


For its foreign programs, Rediffusion, 
Ltd., relies principally on Radio Luxem- 
bourg and the Armed Forces Network 
in Europe. Occasional use is made of 
short-wave programs from the United 
States, but because of difficult reception 
conditions the use of American pro- 
grams has been limited in the past to 
broadcasts of special events which are 
of particular interest to the local 
population. 





Construction of Airport on 
Deception Island Proposed 


Construction of an airport and suit- 
able buildings on Deception Island, 607 
miles south of Punta Arenas, is under 
consideration, according to a Chilean 
press release. 

Sufficient land is available on the 
island for a runway 1,200 meters long, 
as well as an airport and barracks. 

Should the airport be erected, the 
release further stated, purchase of 
Grumman amphibians, which could 
make the trip in 4 hours, would be wise. 





Bangkok-Hong Kong Open 
Radio-Telephone Setvice 


A radio-telephone service was estab- 
lished recently between Bangkok and 
Hong Kong, the Department of Posts 
and Telegraphs of the Ministry of 
Communications of Thailand has 
announced. 


The rate for a call is to be 92.25 baht 
for the first 3. minutes. Each subsequent 
minute is charged at a rate of 30.75 
baht. Any person booking a call who 
does not meet his appointed time is 
liable to a charge of 10.25 baht. 

The service is available daily Monday 
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 12 
noon. There will be no service on 
Sundays. *; 














WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





Vew B ooks 
and Reports 


The Economic Development of Nicara- , 


gua. Report of a mission organized by 

the International Bank for RBecon- 

‘struction and Development. Balti- 

more. The Johns Hopkins Press, 1953. 

424 pp. $5. 

The mission, organized at the request 
of the Government of Nicaragua, has 
laid out a five-year development pro- 
gtam for the country in this report. A 
summary of the mission's principal 





Foreign-Trade-Zones 
Pamphlet Issued 


A pamphlet containing the revised 
and broadened regulations relating to 
foreign-trade zones in ports of entry 
of the United States has just been pub- 
lished by. the Foreign-Trade-Zones 
Board, the Office of International Trade 
has announced, 

The pamphlet includes the Foreign- 
Trade-Zones Act, as amended June 17, 
1950, the amended regulations of the 
Board which became -effective July 11, 
1952, the completely revised regulations 
of the Bureau of Customs pertaining 
to foreign-trade zones, copies of the 
various forms used in day-to-day opera- 
tions, and summaries of all orders is- 
sued by the Board since it was created 
by Congress in 1934. 

A foreword to the pamphlet points 
out the changes in the regulations and 
cites the advantages to be gained by 
traders in using foreign-trade zones. 

Foreign-trade zones have been estab- 
lished in the ports of New York, New 
Orleans, San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
Seattle, and San Antonio. They consist 
of enclosed areas within which the cus- 
toms laws governing the entry of goods 
and the payment of duty on those goods 
are not applicable. Although they were 
originally intended to facilitate trans- 
shipment an@ consignment trade, their 
usefulness as trade-promotion facilities 
was enlarged by the amendment of June 
17, 1950, which permits both manufac- 
turing and full-scale exhibiting activi- 
ties to be conducted in the zones. 

Secretary of Commerce Sinclair 
Weeks is chairman of the Board, and 
other members are Secretary of the 
Treasury George Humphrey and Secre- 
tary of the Army Robert T. Stevens. 

The 58-page pamphlet on foreign- 
trade zones may be purchased from any 
Field Office of the U. S. Department of 
Commerce or from the Superintendent 
of Documents, U. S. Government Print- 
ing Office, Washington 25, D, C. The 
price is 20 cents, 
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recommendations is included. The re- 
port covers Nicaraguan industries, 
power and mining, transportation and 
communications, agriculture and forest- 
ry, and fiscal system. 





Annual Bulletin of Transport Statistics, 


1951. A United Nations publication.’ 


New. York. Columbia - University 

Press, 1953. 84 pp. $0.80. 

This bulletin, in bilingual English- 
French edition, reports the. major de- 
velopments in European inland’ surface 
transport in 1951. Contains 34 tables 
and 2 charts. 


Some figures on various. countries in 


Eastern Europe are included for the 
first time in this third issue of the an- 
nual bulletin. 


Quarterly Bulletin of Steel Statistics for 
Europe. No. 9, December 1952. A 
United Nations publication. New 
York. Columbia University _ Press, 
1953. 116 pp. $0.50. 

Statistics on the European, steel in- 
dustry, covering production, consumption 
of raw.materials, and foreign trade, are 
presented in this bulletin, published in 
bilingual .English-French edition, Data 
for 1952 as well as for previous. years 
are shown in summary. and. country 
tables. 
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Io help Whld of SM Bee 


keep up to date on export licensing requirements .. . 


COMPREHENSIVE EXPORT SCHEDULE 
and supplementary 
CURRENT EXPORT BULLETINS 


A loose-leaf compilation containing all official regulations and policies 
governing the export licensing of commercial, shipments. 


How to obtain an export license 
How to clear shipments through customs 
What commodities require export licenses 
What information’ is needed for an export license 
What policies are followed in considering applications 
-What restrictions are placed on exports to certain countries 
Under what circumstances an export license is unnecessary 

. «. and hundreds of other official answers to basic questions 


ORDER BLANK 
Comprehensive Export Schedule—Current Export Bulletins 
1 wish to subscribe for ..........+ set(s) of the Comprehensive Export Schedule 
and supplementary Current Export Bulletins for one year ending March 31, 1954. 
Enclosed is [] check [) money order (cash at sender's risk) for $....1sccvesve 


Subscription rates in the United States, $7.50 per year; foreign, $9.50 per year. 
Domestic air mail service on Current Export Bulletins, enclose additional $10.00 
remittance [air mail service not available for foreign subscriptions). 





Organization 





Street address 





steeneeeereeees 








City, zone, state 





Mail to the nearest U. S. Department of Commerce Field Office, or to the Superin- 
tendent of Documents; U. $. Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C. 
Make check or money order payable to Superintendent of Documents. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





Canadian Fair Attracts 
Greater Participation 


The Canadian International Trade 
Fair, held annually at Toronto, under 
the sponsorship of the Canadian Gov- 
ernment and the supervision of the 
Canadian Government Exhibition Com- 
mission, Ottawa, is scheduled June 1-12, 
1953. 

A much larger and more extensive 
fair than ever before was indicated by 
space bookings at the beginning of 
January, when more than 150,000 square 
feet of space had been taken, by only 
12 of an expected 25 to 30 participating 
countries, compared with only 35,000 
square feet of space booked by January 
1, 1952. It is expected that space oc- 
cupied at the 1953 fair will greatly 
exceed the 190,000 square feet used last 
year. 

The fair management reports that 
the outstanding business results of the 
1952 trade fair contributed largely to 
the increased worldwide interest in the 


(Continued on Page 26) 





Cleveland Plans 1953 
Trade Conference 


“Two-way trade, not one-way 
aid” will be the theme of the 
Eighth Annual World Trade Con- 
ference to be held on April 24, 
1953, at Hotel Carter in Cleveland, 
Ohio. The Conference is open to 
anyone interested in international 
affairs or in foreign trade. About 
500 persons are expected to at- 
tend. 

Of particular note is the after- 
noon session which will have a 
panel of experts on all aspects 
of international trade. This ses- 
sion will be opened by John Ab- 
bink, who will speak on operating 
through foreign plants and li- 
censing. 

The Cleveland World Trade As- 
sociation, under whose auspices 
this conference is held, is a non- 
profit membership organization 
affiliated with the Cleveland 
Chamber of Commerce. It was or- 
ganized in 1946 by executives of 
leading companies who felt Cleve- 
land needed an efficient informa- 
tion and promotion office to serv- 
ice the Cleveland area’s foreign 
trade. 

Registrations and requests for 
further information concerning 
this event may be addressed to 
Charles J. Ewald, Executive Di- 
rector, Cleveland World Trade 
Association, 400 Union Commerce 
Building, Cleveland 14, Ohio. 
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Denmark Schedules International 


Technical and Commercial Fairs 


The 1953 Technical Section of the International Fair in Copen- 
hagen, Denmark, will be held March 20-29 and the Commercial Section 
April 10-19. The fair is held annually in two sections. 

Both sections of this year’s fair will be held in Denmark’s biggest 
exhibition building, the “Forum” in Cophenhagen, in connection with 


which several pavilions will be built 
in view of the large participation indi- 
cated for this year. 

The 1953 technical fair will comprise 
among others the following products: 
Motors, tools, technical articles of all 
types, metal goods, hardware, building 
materials, office and shop machinery, 
clinic equipment, and household and 
home articles of a technical nature. 

The 1952 technical fair was visited 
by about 61,000 persons, Goods were 
displayed by 256 firms, of whom 128 
were foreign firms from 13 countries. 
Three U. S. firms through their Danish 
representatives and the Mutual Security 
Agency of the U. S. Government put 
on exhibits. . 

Danish exhibits included a_ special 
measuring instrument for temperature 
control in ships, shown for the first 
time and reported to be considerably 
cheaper than similar instruments of 
foreign manufacture; and a Danish road 
building machine, shown for the first 
time and reported capable of doing 
the work of 20 laborers—said to con- 
struct a 6 to 10 meter length roadway, 
4 meters wide, leveled and asphalted in 
1 minute. 7 

The local MSA Mission had on display 
a self-service shop featuring Danish 
commodities in excellent-packings and a 
workshop demonstrating “Effectivity in 
Practice.” The theme of this display 
was productivity in commerce and in- 
dustry. 

Very little agricultural or textile 
machinery was on display at the fair. 

The 1953 commercial fair will com- 
prise textiles, clothing, interior decora- 
tion and domestic articles, foodstuffs, 
consumer goods, paper goods, publicity 
articles, office articles, office and shop 
machinery, sports articles, leather 
goods, fancy goods, and toys. 

The 1952 commerical fair had 61,000 
visitors. A total of 228 firms, of whom 
56 were foreign firms from 7 countries, 
had exhibits. Outstanding displays in- 
cluded textiles, housing, and household 
groups. 

The MSA Mission had a display simi- 
lar to that at the technical fair. Of 
interest was the exhibit by the Federa- 
tion of Associations of Danish Retail 
Grocers, which also adopted the theme 
of a self-service store. 


Further information eoncerning 





either section of this annual fair may 
be obtained from the Fair Secretariat, 
Forum’s Annex, Julius Thomsensplads, 
Copenhagen V, Denmark, or from the 
Office of the Commercial Attache, Em- 
bassy of Denmark, 2374 Massachusetts 
Avenue, NW., Washington 7, D. C. 


U. S. Invited To Take 


Part in Vienna Fair 


The 1953 Spring Fair at Vienna, Aus- 
tria, will be held March 15-22 under the 
auspices of the Wiener-Messe A. G., 
a joint stock company. U. S. firms are 
again invited to participate as in the 
1952 spring fair, when 55 American 
firms were represented. 

Each spring and fall, Vienna has a 
large and widely advertised trade fair 
which is usually visited by about 550,- 
000 to 600,000 persons. The fair is in- 
dustrial and commercial and has con- 
siderable foreign representation. 


The 1952 spring fair contained exten- 
sive displays of both producers’ and 
consumers’ goods. About 550,000 visitors 
viewed the 2,600 exhibits, of which over 
half were from Vienna. Foreign inter- 
ests were represented by 989 firms from 
24 foreign countries, among whom were 
Germany, by 445 firms; France, 93; 
England, 87; Italy, 56; and the United 
States, 55. Italy was the only country 
to present a collective exhibit. 


The fair authorities reported that the 
greatest interest of buyers was in china, 
glass, metal, and wood artware, and 
glass jewelry. 

Business transacted by producers of 
heavy technical items was considered 
satisfactory. Despite various price re- 
ductions, buying was cautious and sales 
generally did not reach the level of 
the 1951 exhibitions. 


An article on the 1952 spring fair 
appeared in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
June 30, 1952, page 26. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from the Austrian 
Trade legate, 31 East 69th Street, 
New York 21, N. Y.; the United States 
Austrian Chamber of Commerce, Inc., 
165 West 46th Street, New York 36, 
N. Y.; or the Austrian Embassy, 2144 
Wyoming Avenue, N.W., Washington 
8, D. C, 
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Schedule of Fairs and Exhibitions — 1953 








... Germany.... «wldight Industries Fair (Interna- 
tional), Hannover. 
Netherlan@z............. Foodstuff Exhibition, ROKA, 
Rotterdam. 
India. Indian Railways Exhibition, New 
Delhi. 
see Se Witzerland............. international Automobile Exhibi- 
tion, Geneva. 
SAE AEE International Inventors Exhibi- 
tion, Brussels. 
sang ORDER, <ssnstasnninnais International Trade Fair (Textile 
& Clothing), Cologne. 
ee German Toy Fair, Nuremberg. 
EV, RSENS eae Annual Nauchandi Fair, Meerut. 
sential cadesdinblapanceneoesttnel International Agricultural Fair & 
Horse Show, Verona. 
«eee United States.......... International Beauty Show, New 
York, N. Y. 
ee United States.......... International Toy Exhibit, New 
York, N. Y. 
ike SPB BROO.ccocrrcsrccsensstiont International Agricultural Machin- 


ery Exhibition, Paris. 


meuadikocl Belgium...................International Building, Public 


Works and Housewares Exposi- 
tion, Brussels. 


... Netherlands............. International Flower Show ‘Flora 
1953,"" Heemstede. 
Sndinciodenn Austria.....................2nternational Trade Fair, Vienna. 
~eeyek Se. es Sixth Reggio Calabria Interna- 
tional Fair, Reggio, Calabria. 
.... Netherlands............. International Industries Fair, 
Utrecht 
on GOTMANY.............-..4nternational Automobile Exhibi- 
tion. Frankfurt-am-Main. 
OS eae Denmark...................International Technical Fair, Co- 
penhagen. 
Se BROS RR Finnish Industrial Fair, Helsinki. 
AR Tance...................nternational Photography & Mov- 


ing Picture Exhibition, Paris. 


piicaninasial England..................Lhe Factory Equipment Exhibi- 


tion, London. 


England................-.. Second National Electrical Engi- 
neers Exhibition, London. 


French Morocco....International Automobile Show, 


Casablanca. 
bell Union of 8. Africa. Rand Easter Show, Johannesburg. 
United States.......... International apiyger Sports Show, 
New York, 
| et ne International oe Machin- 
ery Exhibition, Toulouse. 
sone GOTMANY.....0..-0:0---.FerMan Handicraft Fair, Munich. 
Denmar“k..................International Commercial Fair, 
Copenhagen. 
sesseeee BP TANCE... ee-dternational Trade Fair, Lyons. 
Switzerland... ..Swiss Industries Fair, Basel. 
Jaltsin CEU cnccceviniernsstinn Frankfurt Fur Fair, Frankfurt. 
Tally .....cccccccseeeoeeeveeeee Aternational Trade Fair, Milan. 
me EW EEN International Trade Fair, Lille. 
Italy.... seed aternational Motor Show, Turin. 
Netherlands... .. Thirty-second International Auto- 


mobile Exhibition (Commercial 
Vehicles), Amsterdam. 





To. cithidtennaine International Exposition of Art & 
Fashions, Turin. 

..._Italy* International Textile & Fashion 
Exposition, Turin. 

eve GOTTMADY 4a... .ccceeeceneee International Confectionery Fair, 
Dusseldorf. 


International Trade Fair, Leige. 

international Industries Fair, 
Brussels. 

United Statezs.......... National Office Furniture Exhibi- 

tion, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Germany. ........-c-00-.- my A Industries Fair (Interna-. 


tional), Hannover. 


... Netherlands.............International Agrarian Fair, 


Utrecht. 


w+ England.......cs00esc0» British Industries Fair, London & 


Birmingham. 


see AUST. .....100s-reeereed ternational Trade Fair (Spring), 
Graz. 


GOTMADY.......cece0se000e International Horticultural Exhi- 
bition, Hamburg. 


MY 1-1B...cocrcssseee- SPAIM....0....000000eeeeeeednternational Samples Fair, Va- 





lencia. 
May 8-17 *...csse..- GOTMANY........0000nternational Poster Exhibition, 
Karlsruhe. 
May 9-23................[taly International Trade Fair, Bologna. 
MAY 9-25... ccccrsevseee BTAMNCE........000000 -ewenternational Trade Fair, Paris. 
May ea a 
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United States..... i Restaurant Exposition, 


icago, Ill, 


secinliaadgilitinail Glass Industries Exhibition, Lon- 


don. 


some astern Canada Better Home 


Builders’ Show, Montreal. 


-Internatiynal Petroleum Exposi- 


tion, Tulsa, Okla. 
Swedish Industries Fair, Goteborg. 





May 22-June 7 4...Belgium............... 


May 29-June 29... Turkey 
May 30-June 14... French Morocco..... 


May 31-June 7 
June 1-12...........000! ee 


June 1-Aug. 31 


June 20-Oct. 1L..... GETMANY.....sseeseerveeees International Exposition of Com- 


June 26-July 5 
June 27-Oct. 31 1. Italy 
June 29-July 3 
June 29-July eri Territory 


” BARRE International Sample Fair, Trieste. 
June 30-July 11...England.................... 


July 16-Aug. 17... Israel 
July 31-Aug. 9. 


Aug.-Sept.*........... Union of 


. 29-Sept. 61..Germany 
. 29-Sept. 61..Switzerland 
. 30-Sept. 9....East Germany 


Sept. 3-17........0000:- 


«Materials Handling Exposition, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


«..<ndustrial and Commercial Fair, 


Antwerp. 


Annual Office Machinery & Equi 
ment Exposition, Boston, Mase” 


* A EERE Istanbul Exposition, Istanbul. 


International Trade Fair, Casa- 
blanca. 


sdesinditiiansbiiltantn Western German Agricultural 


Fair, Cologne. 


.Canadian International Trade 


Fair, Toronto. 


wewednternational Trade Fair, Barce- 


lona. 


..Central African Rhodes Centenary 


Exhibition, Bulawayo. 


...Lnternational Trade Fair, Padua. 
oe See | International Trade Fair. Bor- 


deaux. 


...British Plastics Exhibition, Lon- 


don. 


Second International Avi * ion 
Trade Show, New York, N. 


Sedeanadbeinabed Antique Dealers’ Fair, ttacn! 


First Exposition of Basic Mate- 
rials for Industry, New York. 


..Kortieth National Business Effi- 


ciency Exhibition, London. 


...Chemical & Laboratory Equipment 


& Industrial Control Apparatus 
Exhibition, Paris. 


...Lnternational Dairy Exhibition, 


Utrecht 


munications (Transportation), 
Munich. 


beocenshsioneaiiontians Internatinoal Aeronautical Exposi- 


tion, Paris, Le Bourget. 


Ee SS eee dk International Agricultural Exposi- 


tion, Rome. 


veieteeted International Footwear & Leather 


how, Utrecht. 


Second British Instrument Indus- 
tries Exhibition, London. 


..Lnternational Trade Fair, Luxem- 


bourg. 
seipeueeeiediibiaaieate “Conquest of the Desert’’ Exhibli- 
tion, Jerusalem. 
Dia chatisanetinel Export and Industries Fair, Dorn- 
r 
Djakarta. 


July 31-Sept. 3 1. Indonesia................. Indonesian National Exhibition, 


ell Industrial Exhibition, Pretoria. 
Lilla meee he Carinthia Fair, Klagenfurt. 


Washington State Far East Trade 
Fair, Seattle. 


..international Trade Fair, Inns- 


bruck. 


. 20-Sept. 20.. Turkey.........ccsemssee International Trade Fair, Izmir. 
Lentiieaeaepities German Watch and Jewelry Spe- 


cialty Fair, Frankfurt-am-Main, 


ieusandieiensastindd St. Erik’ 5 Fair (International). 
. 27-Sept. 64..French Equa- 


Stockholm. 


..Lrade Fair, Brazzaville. 
\ eibiesaaibeides German Radio and Television Ex- 


hibition, Dusseldorf. 


Swiss Radio and Television Ex- 
hibition, Zurich. 


est Leipzig Trade Fair, Leipzig. 
.eLnternational Industries Fair, 


Utrecht. 


ume lL wentieth Radio and Television 


Exhibition, London. 


ssn Lhe Engineering, Marine & Weld- 


ing Exhibition and the Chemical 
— Exhibition, Olympia, Lon- 
on 


sss Hird International European Ex- 


hibition of Machine Tools, Brus- 
sels. 
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Sept. 5-20. France International Trade Fair, Stras- Oct. 1-111 France International Automobile, Cycle & 
bourg Sports Exhibition, Paris. 
Sept. 6-10........c00.- GETMANY....cccsresceeee .~International Trade Fair, Frank« GOR, Fin cccicccained Switzerland.............. International Trade Fair, Lugano. 
urt. 
: P Oe. BB ica cscnsarciesevs England............:..++ Shoe and Leather Fair, London. 
Sept. 6-13... Austria... International Trade Fair, Vienna, Oct. 8-18 4.002.000... Switzerland.............. Swiss Fair for Agricultural and 
Sept. 6-15..............Germany International Trade Fair, Cologne. Dairy Production, St. Gall. 
Sept. 6-24... ccocvee Lt@ly.....ccssesereeveeeee Snternational Levant Fair, Bari. Oct. 14-24............... England ww Anternational Exposition of Tex- 
Sept. 6-27. Greece International Trade Fair, Salonika, tile Machinery & Accessories, 
Sept. 12-20............SWedeN.............000..9Wwedish Industries Fair (Inter- ; Manchester. 
national), Goteborg. Oct. 19-23.........000.. United States.......... National Metal Exposition, Cleve- 
Sept. 12-27.............Switzerland..............National Autumn Fair, Lausanne, land, Ohio. 

Sept; 19-87... Belgium... International Trade Fair, Ghent. Oct. 21-31............. England Fe ne OS te a Motor Exhibition, 
Sept. 12-28.....cscsre FPAMCE..esssseseensseeee ee Trade Fair, Mar- Oct. 31-Nov. 16..... FANE nee Ttornationsl Gastronomic Fair, 
, e - . ijon. 

Sept. 12-29............. Yugoslavia..............International Trade Fair, Zagreb. October °............ United States Fyn e' Hardware Show, New 

Sept. 19-28 4.......... Belgium................. International Food & Housekeep- geo- 22 «|. York, N. Y. - 
ing Exhibition, Charleroi. NOV. 9-12....ccccssosees United States.......... All Industry Refrigeration and Air 
Sept. 21-26............. United States.......... National Instrument Conference & Conditioning Exposition, “Cleve- 
Exhibit, Chicago, Ill. land, Ohio. 
Sept. 24-29.............Germany.................Frankfurt Book Fair, Frankfurt- Nov. 14-21.............. England...........cc00 International Cycle & Motorcycle 
. am-Main. Show, London. 
Sept. 26-Oct. 4...... Austria...................2International Trade Fair (Fall), Nov. 18-Dec. 2 1... England...........cc0.... Building Trades Exhibition, Lon- 
raz. don. 
Sept. 26-Oct. 10....Germany.................. German Industry Show, Berlin. November 2........... United States.......... Women's International Exposition 
Sept. 26-Oct. 11... BLANCO nnceermronrens-Ennormational Nautical Exhibition, h - es and Industry, New York, 
aris. my 2 
Sept. 26-Oct. 12... France...cccccccccssssssesee. International Trade Fair & Ex- DOB. Tod recites: England................0...: International Agricultural Machin- 


hibition, Metz. 
 ethaiteebiannantnnill International Technical Exhibition, 


Sept. 30-Oct. 11....Italy 
Turin. 


ery Exposition, London. 


1 New listings or corrections. 


2 Exact dates not yet available. 





Controls on International Trade 
(Continued from Page 9) 


in effect since October 1951 (Foreign 
Commerce Weekly, Nov. 12, 1951), has 
been denounced, effective January 30. 
The West German Government, accord- 
ing to Cuban decree No. 208, published 
in the Official Gazette of January 31, 
1953, gave the required 3 months’ notice 
of denunciation on October 30, 1952. 

Concessions granted West Germany 
by the treaty, which would have run 
until the end of 1953, had it not been 
denounced, were repealed by the Cuban 
decree, 


FRENCH CAMEROONS 
Import Consumption Tax Higher 


The French Cameroons consumption 
tax on various imports has been in- 
creased, by an order of November 235, 
1952. 

Products affected; new rates, in per- 
cent ad valorem; and former rates, 
shown in parentheses, are: 


Wines other than liqueur and similar wines, 
including sparkling wines. 15 or 20 (6 or 16). 

Fabrics with metals: fabrics of silk, wool, 
hair, fiber. synthetic fiber, fiax, ramie, cotton, 
rayon, rayon staple, hemp. broom, jute, 
paper; printed fabrics other than cotton and 
part-cotton fabrics, woolen blankets, 18 (15). 
(The regular import ad valorem duty on 
cotton includes the consumption tax.) 

Shoes and parts; hats and braids for hat- 
making; unbrellas and parasols; sewing ma- 
chines and parts; bicycles and motorcycles 
and parts: commercial firearms, parts, and 
ammunition, 15 (12). 

Musical instruments and accessories, 20 (17). 

Cigars, 375 CFA francs ae. Mais Colonial 
French African franc=US$0. 

Cigarettes and other es tobacco, 
300 CFA francs (120).—Journal Officiel du 
Cameroun Francais, Dec. 10, 1952. 


INDIA 


Castor Oil Licensed Freely 


Castor oil exports are being licensed 
freely by India from February 1 to 
April 30, 1953, according to a recent 
Government announcement. 


March 2, 1953 








IRELAND 


Yarn Quotas Increased 


An import quota of 960,000 pounds 
of woolen and worsted yarns from all 
sources during the period February 1- 
July 31, 1953, is authorized by the Irish 
Government. 


This quota represents an increase of 


440,000 pounds over the amount allowed 
importation during the last quota period. 


The quota _was increased because do- 
mestic sources had not been able to 


supply adequate quantities of raw ma- 
terials to keep about 25 knitwear fac- 
tories operating, and thus employment 
of 4,000 workers was jeopardized.— 
Emb., Dublin. 


NICARAGUA 


Batteries Now Dutiable 


Batteries of all types imported into 
Nicaragua are now dutiable at 13.75 
percent ad valorem, by a Ministry of 
Finance Directive dated January 20. 

Before that date, automobile batteries 
were imported duty free under the 
terms of a decree effective November 
5, 1948, which exempted automobiles 


and parts from payment of all import 
duties, 


PAKISTAN 


Indonesian Agreement Concluded 


The Government of Pakistan con- 
cluded a trade agreement with the Re- 
public of Indonesia on February 8. 

Under the agreement Pakistan will 
supply raw cotton, sports “equipment, 
and surgical instruments to Indonesia, 
and will receive principally petroleum 
products, and probably rubber, timber, 
and tin, 
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PERU 
Silverware Export Tax Abolished 


Peruvian taxes on exports of manu- 
factured silver articles have been abol- 
ished, by a decree dated February 4. 
Commercial exports, as well as tourist 
exports, will be free of export taxes and 
surcharges. 


However, export licenses will still be 
required except for tourists who wish 
to take 40 kilograms (approximately 
89 pounds) or less of silver articles out 
of the country. Such exports will be 
considered as personal baggage.—Emb., 
Lima. 


VENEZUELA 
Straw Hat Duty Increased 


The Venezuelan import duty on straw 
hats has been increased and the customs 
tariff classification for hats revised, by 
Customs Bureau resolution No. 121 of | 
January 31, 1953. 


A separate classification for straw 
hat forms, which had been deleted for 
some time, was restored. 


The revised classification for hats and 
the restored item for straw hat forms, 
with duties in bolivars per gross kilo- 
gram, are as follows: 

No. 419, Hats: 
A) Of straw or imitations, 32.00. 
B) Not specified, 32.00. 

No. 204, Straw: 

B) In conical forms to the manufacture of 
hats, 8.00. 

Unornamented whit hats or their 
imitations formerly were dutiable at 
the rate of 8.00 bolivars a gross kilo- 
gram. 

These actions were taken to give 
additional protection to the domestic 
straw hat industry and to provide local 
manufacturers with some raw materials — 
unobtainable in Venezuela, 

















World Trade Leads 


(Continued from Page 12) 
agency for latexes, alkalis, acids, dryers, 
fillers, and plastic coatings. Firm states 
it can offer coast-to-coast representa- 
tion through its sales agencies in 11 
Canadian cities. 


Clothing and Textiles: 
French Morecco—Societe Agricole et 
Commerciale du Maroc (importing dis- 


tributor and manufacturer’s agent), 7. 


Avenue d’Amade, Casablanca, wishes 
to act as sole representative and dis- 
tributor for used clothing and textiles. 


Fibers: 

French Morocco—Societe Agricole et 
Commerciale du Maroc (importing dis- 
tributor and manufacturer’s agent), 7 
Avenue d’Amade, Casablanca, wishes to 
act as sole representative and distribu- 
tor for artificial fibers. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Colombia—Leo Feldsberg, represent- 
ing Frutera Colombiana, Ltda. (vege- 
table and fruit canning’company), Cali, 
is interested in canning machinery and 
equipment, particularly glass jars and 
other glass containers requiring vapor 
vacuum sealing caps. Was scheduled to 
arrive February 20, via Miami, remain- 
ing until March 7. U. S. address: c/o 
St. Moritz Hotel, 50 Central Park 
South, New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
Miami, Chicago, and New York. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Israel—_M. J. Gerzon, representing 
Palestine Frutarom, Ltd. (manufac- 
turer of essences, soap compounds, and 
chemical products), P.O.B. 630, Haifa, 
wishes to interest U. S. firms in invest- 
ing capital in Israel in an electrochemi- 
cal company producing chlorine and 
caustic soda. Was scheduled to arrive 
in February, via New York, for a visit 
of 4 months. U. S. address: c/o Chas. 
S. Huisking & Co., 45 Clinton Avenue, 
Brooklyn, New York. Itinerary: New 
York, Boston, Tulsa, and Los Angeles. 

Lebanon—-Alexis F. Hayek, represent- 
ing A. Hayek & G. Nahas (importer, 
retailer, wholesaler), Rue Patriorche 
Hoyek, Beirut, is interested in electrical 
refrigeration equipment, air-condition- 
ing units, and electrical household ap- 
pliances. Was scheduled to arrive Feb- 
ruary 20, via New York, for a month’s 
visit. U. S. address: c/o Copeland Re- 
frigeration Corp., 70 Pine Street, New 
York, N. Y. Itinerary: New York, Chi- 
eago, Philadelphia, and possibly other 
cities, 

Sweden—Jack R. Weiner, represent- 
ing Atlas Marin Aktiebolag (manufac- 
turer, exporter), Fjarde Langgatan 11, 
Goteborg C., is interested in.marketing 
in the United States two types of elec- 
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trical fishing devices for fresh and salt- 
water fishing. Mr. Weiner is now in 
the United States for approximately 2 
or 3 months. U. S. address: c/o Swedish 
Consulate General, 333 North Michigan 
‘Avenue, Chicago, Ill. Illustrated litera- 
ture may be obtained from the Swedish 
Consulate General in Chicago. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 





TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has recently published the 
following trade lists of which 
mimeographed copies may be ob- 
tained by firms domiciled in the 
United States from this Division 
and from Department of Com- 
merce Field Offices. The price is 
$1 a list for each country. 

Air-Conditioning and Refrigeration 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Portugal. 

Aircraft and Aeronautical Supply and 
Equipment Importers and Dealers— 
Peru. 

Alcoholic Beverage Importers and 
Dealers—Thailand. 

Alcoholic Beverage Importers and 
Dealers—Venezuela. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Philippines. 

Automotive Vehicle and Equipment 
Importers and Dealers—Thailand. 

Boat and Ship Builders, Repairers, 
and Chandlers—Sweden. 

Boot and Shoe Importers and Dealers 
—Morocco. 

Cement Manufacturers—lIndia. 

Cement Manufacturers—Mexico. 

Curio, Novelty, and Handicraft Deal- 
ers, Manufacturers, and Exporters— 
Belgium. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Iraq. 

Electrical Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Tunisia. 

Furniture Manufacturers—Venezuela. 

Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Cuba. 

Hat. and Hat-Body Manufacturers 
and Exporters—Mexico. 

Iron, Steel, and Building-Material ln- 
porters and Dealers—Philippines. 

Jewelry Importers and Dealers— 
Venezuela. 

Laundry and Dry-Cleaning Industry 
—Haiti. 

Machinery Importers -and Distribu- 
tors—Australia. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Israel. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Portugal. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Manufacturers—Canada. 

Office Supply and Equipment Im- 
porters and Dealers—Argentina. 

Paint and Varnish Importers and 
Dealers—Ecuador. 

Paper and Stationery Importers and 
Dealers—Peru. 


Petroleum Industry—Mexico. 

Plastic Material Manufacturers and 
Molders, Laminators and Fabricators of 
Plastic Products—India. 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Ecuador, 

Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Mexico. 

Schools and Colleges—Australia. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—Sweden. 

Seed and Bulb Importers, Dealers, 
Growers, and Exporters—Venezuela. 

Sewing-Machine Importers and Deal- 
ers—Tunisia. 

Silica Sand Producers and Exporters 
—India. 

Sporting Goods, Toy, and Game Im- 
porters and Dealers—Pakistan. 

Tire Retreaders, Recappers, and Re- 
pairers—Turkey. 

Tobacco and Tobacco-Product Im- 
porters, Dealers, and Manufacturers— 


Egypt. 





Canadian Fair 
(Continued from Page 23) 


event. Many of last year’s exhibitors 
have taken double and triple the space 
they used before, and a large number 
of manufacturers who have never before 
exhibited are applying for space. 

For the convenience of buyers, ex- 
hibits are divided into 19 trade classi- 
fications, each classification occupying a 
specific area within the five exhibit halls 
and the outside area. The latter sec- 
tion is reserved primarily for construc- 
tion equipment. 

The largest single trade classification 
is that reserved for machinery and plant 
equipment. Last year machine tools and 
related equipment were contained en- 
tirely within one exhibit hall, the Indus- 
try Building, but this year they overflow 
from that building into the Automotive 
Building, half of which has-been set 
aside for machine tool exhibits. As a 
result, space for industrial exhibits of 
all kinds is at a premium. 

American firms had booked 9,000 
square feet of space by January 1, 1953, 
about half of which was for construc- 
tion and road machinery. 

The outside area will be enlarged 
substantially this year to accommodate 
a greater volume of exhibits of con- 
struction equipment. This “road show” 
was held for the first time last year 
as part of the trade fair, and was the 
first such show ever to be held in 
Canada. 

Information on the 1953 fair and the 
results of the 1952 fair were published 
in Foreign Commerce Weekly, Novem- 
ber 17, 1952, page 25. 

Further information concerning this 
event may be had from the Administra- 
tor, Canadian International Trade Fair, 
Exhibition Park, Toronto 2-B, Canada, 
or from the Canadian Embassy, 1745 
Massachusetts Avenue, Washington, 
D. C., and the Canadian Consular 
Offices located in various cities in the 
United States. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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U. S$. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Hillard Firm Denied — 
Export Privileges 


Stanley Finkelman and his New York 
company, .The Hillard Corporation, 
have been denied all export privileges 
for 2 years for violations of Federal 
laws in connection with export frauds 
on customers in Hong Kong, the Office 
of International Trade has announced. 

The denial order holds in abeyance an 
additional 1-year suspension if the com- 
pany and Finkelman commit no fur- 


ther export-control violations during 
the entire 3-year period. 


Finkelman admitted the charges in 


- consenting to the suspension order. 


OIT said that Finkelman in 1949-50 
had perpetrated a fraud upon two. Hong 
Kong customers by shipping clay of 
little value in place of the more valu- 
able sodium hydrosulfite, a bleach, 
which had been ordered. 


In addition, during the same period 
another company owned by Finkelman 
shipped pigment colors of little value 
which were useless for dying textiles to 
a Honk Kong customer who ordered 
coal-tar dyes for textiles. 


In effecting these frauds, OIT said, 
Finkelman was responsible for the issu- 
ance of export-control shipping docu- 
ments which misdescribed the com- 
modities. 


Finkelman pleaded guilty to these 
offenses in a U. S. District Court, was 
found guilty of violating the Federal 
mail-fraud statute, was fined, and re- 
ceived a 2-year suspended sentence. 

OIT pointed out that in accordance 
with export-control regulations, the vio- 


lation of the Federal mail-fraud statute, 
since it involved exportation of com- 
modities from the VU. S. in which falsi- 
fied export-control documents were 
used, subjected the violator to denial of 
export privileges. , 

The suspension order applies not only 
to Finkelman and The Hillard Corp., 
but also to the following New York 
City companies: Broadway Distributing 
Corp., Beck-Kassel (U. S. A.), Inc, 
Capehart Mercantile Agency, Inc., Paul- 
stan Co., Inc., Paulstan American Corp., 
and: Paulstan International Corp., all of 
which are owned by Finkelman, and to 
any other business organization in 
which he may have a responsible con- 
nection in the conduct of trade involv- 
ing exports from the United States. 





Filing Dates Announced 
For Nickel Exports 


Filing dates for applications to export 
certain nickel commodities in the sec- 
ond quarter of 1953 are March 9 
through March 23, the Office of Inter- 
national Trade has announced. 


The dates apply to the following 
nickel commodities: Welding rods and 
wires (Schedule B No. 619039), pow- 
ders, including nickel-chrome-boron 
powder (619159), catalysts and slugs 


(619950), nickel and nickel alloys in. 


semifabricated forms except scrap 
(654503 through 654519), thermo bi- 
metal, thermometal and thermostatic 
metal (664998), and nickel-chrome in- 
sulated electric resistance wire 
(709885). 


The dates are announced in Current 
Export Bulletin No. 696. 
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New Agreement Eases 
Imports From Taiwan 


An agreement has been reached with 
the Chinese Nationalist Government on 
Taiwan. (Formosa), designed to facili- 
tate the import of legitimate Taiwan 
products into the United States and at 
the same time prevent the entry of 
Communist Chinese goods purported to 
*%« of Taiwan origin. 

Announcement of the agreement was 
made by the U. S. Treasury Department 
on February 5. 

In particular, the agreement attempts 
to solve the problem connected with 
importing Chinese-type goods from Tai- 
wan, which now require a license under 
the Foreign Assets Control Regulations, 
by instituting a certificate of origin to 
be issued by the Chinese Government. 
(Relatively few licenses have been 
granted in the past because of the fail- 
ure of importers to offer satisfactory 
proof that such goods were of non-Com- 
munist China origin). 


Although at present the Chinese au- 
thorities are prepared to issue certifi- 
cates of origin only for exports of wa- 
ter chestnuts and sea-grass squares, it 
is expected that a considerable number 
of other Chinese-type commodities will 
be added in the near future. 


Specified Information Required 

Persons who desire to import any 
commodity from Taiwan to which the 
certification procedure applies may. file 
an application on Form TFAC-1 with 
the Federal Reserve Bank in New York 
setting forth the following information:, 
Product to be imported, purchase price, 
and names and addresses of all persons 
expected to be connected with the 
transaction. 

Licenses granted on such application 
will permit importation provided the 
importer presents an appropriate cer- 
tificate of origin issued by the Chinese 
Ministry of Economic Affairs in Taipei, 
Taiwan. 

With respect to merchandise exported 
from Taiwan prior to the agreement 
and now held in custody by the Cus- 
toms, a supporting letter from the Min- 
istry of Economic Affairs must be sub- 
mitted for review by the Treasury De- 
partment in connection with an applica- 
tion for the release of such goods. 

Where the Chinese authorities are 
unable to certify a particular commod- 
ity, the procedure will remain the same 
as heretofore—applicants will be re- 
quired to submit to the Treasury De- 
partment full documentary proof that 
the goods involved are of non-Commu- 
nist origin. : 

Similar agreements have already 
been concluded with the Governments 
of Hong Kong and Japan. 
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U. $. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





Decision on Brier-Pipe Duties | 
Postponed Pending Further Study 


The President, on February 18, moved to obtain additional informa- 
tion from the Tariff Commission before making a final decision on its 
recommendations that import duties on low-priced brier pipes -be 


increased. 


He requested the Tariff Commission to conduct a further study of 


the brier-pipe situation, and, in par- 
ticular, outlined several points in the 
case concerning which he feels infor- 
mation is essential. Simultaneously, he 
sent identical letters reporting on his 
action to the Chairmen of the House 
Ways and Means Committee and the 
Senate Finance Committee. 


The President, in his State of the 
Union message, recommended that Con- 
gress ‘take the Reciprocal Trade Agree- 
ments Act under immediate study and 
extend it by appropriate legislation,” 
which does not ignore the “legitimate 
safeguarding of domestic industries, 
agriculture, and labor standards.” 

In his letters to the Chairmen of the 
Congressional Committees, the Presi- 
dent stated that the Administration is 
giving earnest consideration to the poli- 
cies and actions required for our help- 
ful economic cooperation with the free 
world. He pointed out that basic to 
decisions in this field is the constant 
necessity that we preserve our own 
economic strength while being helpful 
to others. 


Foreign-Trade Problems Studied 


The President declared that he con- 
siders the tariff question typified by the 
brier-pipe case to be one part of the 
general problem of foreign trade. He 
‘did not wish to make a final decision 
in that particular case until he has re- 
viewed the additional facts, which he 
has requested from the Tariff Commis- 





sion, and has developed recommenda- 
tions on basic trade policies for the 
consideration of Congress. 


The text of the President’s letter to 
the Chairman of the United States 
Tariff Commission follows: 

“I have examined with care the re- 
port of the Commission dated December 
22, 1952, making recommendations pur- 
suant to Section 7 of the Trade Agree- 
ments Extension Act of 1951, for ad- 
justments in the duties of brier wood 
pipes valued at $5.00 per dozen or less. 
As a result of my examination, I have 
today advised the Chairmen of the 
Committee on Ways and Means of the 
House of Representatives and of the 
Committee on Finance of the Senate 
that I shall not, at this time, disturb 
the existing tariffs on these products. 

“In order to make an appropriate 
final decision I am anxious to have the 
help of the Commission in developing 
further facts which seem to me to be 
significant. 

“IT am advised that during the post- 
war period, large quantities of pipes 
acquired by our armed forces for sale 
through Ships Stores and Post Ex- 
changes were placed on the market as 
surplus stocks. I should like to know 
the relationship of these sales to the 
industry’s recent difficulties. 

“T should also like to have any infor- 
mation which can be reasonably ob- 
tained by the Commission concerning 


the relevant foreign and domestic pro- 
guction costs for such pipes and bowls, 
including comparative labor costs, 


‘In addition, I should like to have 
the Commission’s view of the -:signifi- 
cance of invoice data not heretofore 
available to the Commission which sug- 
gests that a large part of United States 
imports may have consisted of pipes of 
a quality and price range not generally 
produced by the domestic industry. 


“Finally, there have been recent 
statements by leaders of the industry 
indicating a recent upturn in the do- 
mestic pipe business which would bear 
further investigation. 

“May I, therefore, request the Com- 
mission to proceed with a further study 
of the problems of this industry, espe- 
cially those I have outlined above. Upon 
receipt of this further report, I shall 
reexamine the case and make such final 
decision as may be necessary and 
appropriate.” 
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